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WORDS FROM THE CHAIR AND 
REPORT OF CHAPTER 

MEETING 
 
The Chapter Annual Meeting was held in 
Vancouver, British Columbia at the wonderful 
Canadian Music Centre.  The CMC were 
wonderful hosts and made us feel very welcome.  
Stefan Hintersteininger deserves special thanks 
for helping to organize the event.  Thanks also 
goes to Bob Baker, the Regional Director of the 
CMC, BC Region, who very kindly opened up his 
home for our Chapter dinner.   
 
The program for the meeting was a nice mix of 
music and talking with a presentation/concert by 
Tiresias, a flute and piano group, who played us 
music by some British Columbia composers and 
gave us the background for each of the pieces 
played.   
 
We also heard presentations by Deborah Pierce 
and Judy Tsou.  Debbie spoke about a project 
she did to digitize some rare materials held by 
the UW Music Library that are listed in RISM/II.  
Judy reported on the discovery of an unknown 
manuscript by Amy Beach entitled “Birth” that 
was recently discovered in the UW Music 
Library. 
 
 We had a lovely day for the meeting, so the 
walk over to the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation for a tour gave us all a little exercise 
and air.  The tour was informative and well 
organized.  Dinner that night at Bill Baker’s 
house was delicious.  Part of the evening was 
spent celebrating the retirement of Leslie 
Bennett, a long time and active member of the 
Chapter.  A special treat for us all was a gift that 
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Terry Horner presented to Leslie, a piano he 
made of chocolate.  It was quite beautiful.   
 
Thanks to all the Chapter members who 
attended and everyone that helped make the 
meeting a success.   
 
The Board will be working on a number of things 
this coming year in addition to planning the 
Spring Chapter meeting in Portland.  We hope to 
finalize and print our new Chapter brochure.  We 
received a portion of the Chapter Grant that we 
requested so we will be putting together plans for 
the Chapter to have more of a presence at local 
librarian meetings.  We will also continue to work 
on planning a join West Coast meeting.  This 
venture isn’t going to be viable for 2012 but we 
hope to get a buy in from the Californians for 
2013.   

 
Big thanks to Verletta Kern for shepherding 
through the new design for our Website.  If you 
haven’t taken a look lately make sure you visit at: 
http://www.lib.washington.edu/music/pnwmla/pn
wmla.html   
 
Lastly, thanks to all the Chapter members who 
have in the past and continue to make our 
Chapter the welcoming and vital group that it is.  
I’m always humbled by the devotion that you all 
have to our Chapter and its mission.  I hope that 
our new outreach initiatives will make people 
aware of this worthwhile mission. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cate Gerhart 
Chair 

Minutes from the Annual Business Meeting 
Vancouver, BC 
April 30, 2011 

Bill Blair, Secretary/Treasurer  
 

Present:  
Leslie Bennett, Bill Blair, Erin Conor, Paula Elliot, Cate Gerhart, Stefan Hintersteininger, Verletta Kern, 
Deborah Pierce, Hollis Near, Allison Richardson, Cindy Richardson, Marion Ritter, Anna Seaberg, Ann 
Shaffer, Carolyn Shandler, Bob Tangney, Judy Tsou, Kirsten Walsh. 

Chair: Carolyn Schandler  

Note taker: Bill Blair, Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Agenda: 
1. Welcome 

Meeting called to order by Carolyn Schandler  

2. Adoption of agenda 
Agenda approved as presented, by a motion to approve, and vote of members. 

3. Approval of minutes from the 2010 PNWMLA meeting. 
Minutes approved as written, with one minor adjustment. In the Chair’s report, it was indicated that the 
Chapter would apply for the MLA chapter grant again in 2010. This should be changed to 2011. Bill 
agreed to do this. Minutes were then approved by a motion and vote of members. 

4. Financial Report 
Bill Blair presented a financial report of the PNWMLA accounts. The treasurer’s report was distributed 
to members present for review. The report was accepted by the members present. Bill was thanked 
for all his work as Secretary and Treasurer. 

 
5. Nomination / Election Results 

The results of the election were a tie, and so, as per the instructions from the PNW MLA  chapter 
constitution, the ballot counters determined the winner by a coin toss. As a result, Erin Connor was 
elected Chair Elect for the coming year. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.lib.washington.edu/music/pnwmla/pnwmla.html
http://www.lib.washington.edu/music/pnwmla/pnwmla.html
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Next year’s executive committee will be  

 Cate Gerhardt: President 

 Erin Conor: Chair Elect 

 Bill Blair: Secretary  

Terry Horner will continue to do the Newsletter 

6. Reports on local projects 
Anna Seaberg asked the group for suggestions on a good audio streaming product. A discussion 
ensued but no consensus on a good product was found. 
 

7. MLA 2011 Business Arising – IAML 
Judy updated the group on the IAML / MLA merger. She thanked everyone for their support and 
reported that the merger was approved. All the paperwork for the merger should be done by June 
2011. Judy also gave out bookmarks for the 2011 IAML meeting which will be taking place in Ireland. 
 

8. Next Year’s Meeting 
There is a possibility that there may be a joint West Coast meeting with the Chapters from California 
and the Pacific Northwest Chapter. Leslie will be checking into this and if there is a joint meeting it 
would be held in Eugene, Oregon. If there is not a joint meeting then two people volunteered to host 
the meeting:  Erin Connor in Portland and Alison Richardson in Surrey, British Columbia. Further 
information will be forthcoming. 

 

9. PNWMLA Brochure 
Terry created a brochure a few years ago and now Verletta is going to update. The suggestion was 
made that a chapter grant could cover the costs of printing a brochure and possibly other promotional 
materials such as a banner. These could be used to promote the chapter and other events such as 
MLA. 
The question was asked whether we could have a publicity position on the board. A change to the 
constitution would be needed to create this position. There was a motion at the meeting to create a 
new position for publicity. The motion was approved by a vote of members. In the interim, Verletta 
Kern has volunteered to work on the brochure. Cindy and Cate will review the Bylaws to see what 
need to be updated. 
 

10. Chapter Grant Proposal 
Carolyn reported that the grant proposal needs to be in ASAP. Carolyn, Cate, and Verletta, will write a 
proposal for a grant to help create a brochure and other publicity materials. 

 

11.  Other Business 
Paula updated us on the Bainbridge School of Music. Last year the chapter gave $100.00 to the 
Bainbridge School of Music as a donation towards a new grand piano. As a result we were given a key 
on the piano. Unfortunately we were listed as the “Library Group”. Paula will ask that this is changed to 
reflect our true name. 

 

12.  Closing Remarks 
Carolyn thanked Stefan for all his work in hosting the meeting. She also thanked Bob Baker, the 
director of the Canadian Music Centre, for his hospitality and for hosting the Friday Night Dinner. 

 

13.  Meeting adjourned at 11:56 a.m. 

 

 

 

 



4  MLA Pacific Northwest Chapter Newsletter  

Vol. XXX Fall 2011 
 

NEXT CHAPTER MEETING 
 

The next chapter meeting will be held in Portland, OR, May 4-5, 2012.  Stay tuned for more 
information regarding programming and accommodations.  Hope to see you there! 
 
 

 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 

Ann Shaffer has agreed to serve on the Nominating Committee for the 2012 chapter election. 
The position of Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect needs to be filled. If you would like to nominate 
someone, please contact Ann - ashaffer@uoregon.edu - by January 27, 2012. A summary of 
officer duties is available on the chapter website: 
http://www.lib.washington.edu/music/pnwmla/vicechair.html 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report, October, 2011 
Bill Blair, Secretary/Treasurer  

 
                                       Canadian Funds  
  
 

 

Balance in the account from statement, March 25, 2011:         $ 1 821.15 

 

Income 

 
From Meeting (registration, membership dues, payment for  
Friday night dinner)                       $    975.18  
Interest                         $        0.07 
 

Total Income                       $    975.25 

 

 

Expenses 
Meeting Expenses, may, 2011    
             Local Arrangements and room rental              $     365.42  

Friday night dinner                   $     421.51 
Honorariums                     $     200.00  

      

Total Income                       $     986.93 
 
Current balance in the account September 24, 2011            $   1809.47 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mail.ubc.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=770e08621605476cb3497b50db34de48&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lib.washington.edu%2fmusic%2fpnwmla%2fvicechair.html
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Photos of the Chapter Meeting held in Vancouver at the CMC, April 29-30, 2011  
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News From the 

Membership 
 

Erin Connor 
 

Reed broke ground this October on a new 
performing arts building, scheduled to open 
in Fall of 2013.  This building brings our 
performing arts departments, long scattered 
across the edges of campus, together 
under one roof, in a facility that will include 
performance and rehearsal spaces for 
music, theatre and dance, as well as 
practice rooms, teaching studios, and 
faculty offices.  I am especially excited that 
the Performing Arts Building will also 
include what we’ve termed the Performing 
Arts Resource Center, an integrated library 
space and technology lab that will be 
managed by the Performing Arts Librarian. 
 
Over the summer, we also received a gift of 
approximately 10,000 CDs from James 
Todd Snow, in memory of his partner Mark 
Allan Koop ’71, as well as a generous 
donation from Mr. Snow to aid in processing 
these CDs.  Mr. Koop was an avid collector, 
and these CDs span many genres and 
eras, although opera is a particular 
strength.  We hired Kristine Schultze, a 
music major and member of the class of 
2011, as a temporary Assistant Cataloger, 
and she has been ably assisting us in 
adding all of these CDs to our collection.  I 
am happy to have her- this gift has more 
than doubled the size of our CD collection! 
 

Terry Horner 
 

I returned to work in July after a year on 
sabbatical from working on my BC sheet 
music project.  I will be expanding my 
project to include works published in British 
Columbia and composed by British 
Columbians.  Most of the material I found 
was at the Library of Congress, and is pre-
1923.  As soon as I revise the present web 

site, I will add over 110 pieces.  This project 
is so on-going! 
 
Work is busy as we are dealing with the 
never-ending lack of space.  Presently, we 
are getting rid of multiple copies of no use 
material (items that have not circulated for 
quite awhile).  I am also starting to get rid of 
our VHS tapes, especially when we have 
the DVD in-house.  We are now replacing 
many of the remaining VHS with DVDs. 
 
I hope to soon start my volunteer work with 
the Canadian Music Centre.  They are 
working on a project inputting digitized 
images of information on BC composers.  
This work and my web site will compliment 
each other.  Most of my biographical 
information is pre-1950.  Most of the CMC 
work is post-1950.  I look forward to working 
with Stefan and Bob there.  I am also now a 
voting member of CMC. 
 
I hope to submit a proposal to speak on my 
project at IAML which will be held in 
Montreal this year. The local arrangements 
committee has done a super job planning 
this and I hope many of you will attend. 
 
This fall I have gone to Vancouver Island 
and the Sunshine Coast a few times, once 
to gold pan and several times to forage 
chanterelle mushrooms.  We have found 
some great sites, most of which are 
unknown to others.  Lots of fun roaming 
and hiking through the woods!  By the way, 
gold panning is NOT a lucrative business! 
 

Hollis Near 
 

At Cornish College of the Arts we’ve had 
some positive developments this past year.  
The biggest news is our new President, Dr. 
Nancy Uscher, who joined us this summer 
from California Institute of the Arts where 
she was the Chief Academic Officer for the 
last eight years. She is a violist with a Ph.D. 

in music.   Nancy is demonstrating amazing 
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energy and an open, personal approach 
with our community. 
In the library, we received funding for an 
additional full-time librarian position and 
hired Megan Smithling, who has an MFA in 
Dramaturgy to augment her library degree, 
bringing us to 4.75 FTE. 
 
In late August we migrated from our old ILS 
to Koha, an open source system hosted 
and maintained by ByWater Solutions.  I 
can’t say I’m as enthusiastic about open 
source as some.  This system lacks what I 
consider to be some standard features, 
requiring extra work-around and staff time 
in technical services, but the price tag was 
inexpensive compared to most proprietary 
systems and it upgraded our OPAC and 
circulation way beyond what we had before.  
All in all, we’re adapting and our users are 
getting better service. 
 
Our music department has been growing 
under the leadership of Kent Devereaux, 
Department Chair.  Some of you are 
already aware that we added a significant 
number of early music faculty last year.  
This year we are introducing a new one-
year program in early music performance 
practice.  The Artist Diploma in Early Music 
is a post-baccalaureate, performance-
oriented program designed for students 
already performing at a high level who 
desire additional intensive private 
instruction, coaching, and ensemble 
performance experience in early music 
performance practices.  Details can be 
found at 
http://www.cornish.edu/music/early_music/. 
 
On a personal note, Anna and I made it to 
the Boston Early Music Festival again this 
summer and, for a change, stayed in the 
conference hotel instead of staying with 
friends outside of the city.  Much easier to 
walk to concerts during the day and we 
easily doubled the amount of music we 
usually get to hear.  A high point of the 
year. 
 

Kirsten Walsh 
 

The past year has seen some temporary 
staff changes. Terry Horner was on a year-
long study leave until July 2011, and one of 
our library assistants is away on maternity 
leave from January-December, 2011. I was 
fortunate to be able to backfill with two part-
time student librarians.  Victoria Chu (BA 
(Music), Whitman College) is our Co-op 
student, working at 50% time.  When she 
isn’t busy answering reference questions, 
she has worked on projects including the 
re-design & migration of our library branch 
page to WikiWordPress.  We’re very happy 
with the new page:    
http://music.library.ubc.ca/ 
    
Danielle Westbrook, our Graduate 
Academic Assistant, also works some 
reference desk shifts, but has worked 
mainly on a Collections Management 
project.  She’s working with circulation data 
to identify duplicates for discard, low use 
books for remote storage, and medium use 
books for the ASRS robotic storage in the 
Barber Learning Centre.  The eventual goal 
is to free up stack space for new materials 
in our crowded library.  A remote storage 
facility is still in the planning stages, as a 
joint venture between UBC, Simon Fraser 
University, University of Victoria, and 
University of Northern BC.  Funding has not 
been secured yet. 
 
We’re starting to plan for renovations and 
updated listening and viewing equipment in 
our listening rooms.  I’d be very interested 
to hear from any of you who are doing 
something similar, or have recently done so. 
 
My personal highlights this summer 
included a trip to the Maritimes, where I 
attended the CAML conference in Sackville, 
New Brunswick, visited my daughter in 
Halifax, and drove the spectacular Cabot 
Trail in Cape Breton.  I also enjoyed birding 
in the Huachuca Mountains of south eastern 
Arizona—so many different Hummingbirds! 

 

http://www.cornish.edu/music/early_music/
http://music.library.ubc.ca/
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Leslie Bennett 
 

As I am currently in transit, having retired 
on July 1, 2011 and having planned a long 
RV trip with my husband at least a year 
ago, I will make this short and sweet.   
Since September 29th, I've been visiting the 
southeast of our country, mostly Texas (a 
huge state!); Florida (equally huge if you 
travel to Key West and back); and 
Mississippi, Georgia and a small visit to 
Charleston, South Carolina.  
 
Having a wonderful time staying with friends 
or in RV camps (recommended by 
Woodalls, which is the best guide for good 
places to stay for the RV set).  I can 
honestly say I finally don't miss working in a 
music library, even though I went through 
about 3 months of identity crisis after I 
retired.  Part of that was the fact that the 
library (read administration) decided that my 
job was superfluous and didn't replace the 
position- so Ann Shaffer, our music 
cataloger, 1/4 time reference librarian, is 
now doing both our jobs. It's shocking to 
think that there is no longer two full time 
music librarians at the University of Oregon-
and that Ann is the only one in the state 
now-but that seems to be the way our 
profession is going. 
 
I still intend to come to some MLA 
meetings-and chapter meetings, when I 
can.  I miss you all and hope you'll still feel 
free to contact me when you have a need 
for some "sage" advice- or you need a 
place to stay when doing business or 
pleasure in Eugene. 
 
My continued plans are to take a master 
gardener's course through OSU- and to do 
more traveling. 
 
Thank you all for making my retirement 
meeting memorable-and thoughtful.  I 
especially want to thank Debbie Pierce and 
Cathy Gearhart for rounding up the 
comments from the MLA crowd- it means 
more to me than I can ever tell you! 

 
Happy librarianship-ing and keep 
advocating for these positions, even if our 
administrators and faculty don't seem to 
know how to do this in a timely manner. 

 

 

Laurel Sercombe 
 

This year the Ethnomusicology Archives 
collaborated with Jill Linzee of Northwest 
Heritage Resources, a local non-profit 
organization, to create a website featuring 
audio and video recordings from the Vi 
Hilbert collection in the University of 
Washington Ethnomusicology Archives.  
The site, which features the Upper Skagit 
elder's work as a storyteller, teacher, and 
culture bearer, is intended as a resource for 
teachers, students, and anyone interested 
in Lushootseed language and culture.  The 
project was made possible with a grant from 
Humanities Washington.  As I write this, 
"Voices of the First People" is scheduled to 
go live October 31. Take a look at:  
http://music.washington.edu/ethno/hilbert 
 
Unfortunately, it was the Vi Hilbert project 
that kept me from the spring meeting of 
PNWMLA, as I had been asked to speak at 
the 2nd Lushootseed Language 
Conference, scheduled for the same 
weekend.  I’m hoping to avoid the conflict in 
2012! 
 
A second special project this year was 
funded by the National Gugak Center in 
Seoul, South Korea. The Center provided 
funding for the digitization and transfer of 
an extensive collection of audio recordings 
and films made in South Korea in 1966 by 
Prof. Robert Garfias, founder of the UW 
Ethnomusicology Program.  Thanks to 
digital technology, we were able us to 
repatriate these recordings at minimal 
expense and to improve access to a unique 
collection of Korean traditional music and 
dance performances for interested 
audiences worldwide. 

 

 

https://www.mail.ubc.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd5263252d9d44f88169c119d4369f16&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmusic.washington.edu%2fethno%2fhilbert
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Paula Elliot 
 

After three years, I am finally getting it: It's 
my turn to not work, and instead, to send 
my good wishes to those who are new and 
middling as music librarians. 
 
Since the last newsletter, I've enjoyed 
seeing MLA-ers at the national meeting, 
and our beloved Chapter members (in that 
glorious sunshine!) in Vancouver last 
Spring. The summer included two fun 
activities for me: Once again, I attended the 
Tallis Scholars' Summer School in Seattle, 
where we nailed Tallis' _Spem in Alium_ 
during a week's rehearsals and performed 
to cheers at Seattle's St James Cathedral. 
Two of my cousins from the East Coast 
came out to share the experience. In 
August, I went to a workshop on Nia, the 
fitness dance that I enjoy, coming away with 
my White Belt, the first in a five-belt 
sequence for those who want to deepen 
their practice and/or teach. I can't see 
teaching at this point, but the practice has 
brought something new to my life that I 
want to pursue. 
 
I just got back from a month-long trip with 
Paul that started in Kiev and segued to St. 
Petersburg. We haven't been on another 
continent since we left WSU, and it's 
wonderful to have visited new faraway 
places. Back in the states, we spent time in 
NYC (for my 65th, with our daughter), and 
went on to the coast of Maine. After putting 
Paul on a plane home, I stayed for a while 
and saw many friends and relations on the 
East Coast. I'm finding that those 
relationships have become very important. 
 
I must sound like a full-time retiree, huh! 
 And I must sound so OLD . . . 
 
What I miss is the service side of libraries, 
where we can truly contribute to others' 
lives. And I miss the content of a research 
library that used to be so easily accessible, 
especially when I am writing program notes 
for the Bainbridge Chorale, or "Ave", my 

Seattle women's renaissance group. In that, 
I can still act like I'm a music librarian. I also 
Commit Helpfulness as a volunteer with a 
reading program in an elementary school. 
The eager kids are a refreshing change 
from undergraduates. 
 
Thinking of you all, and of MLA which has 
meant so much in my life that I don't think 
I'll ever sever ties. So I just recently became 
a modest regular monthly donor to the 
Freeman Fund, which helps new music 
librarians to attend the national meeting. I 
think it's my turn to do that. 
 

Debbie Pierce 
 

This has been another busy and fulfilling 
year for me.  I felt truly blessed to be able to 
travel to Vancouver, BC in April and speak 
to all of you about the RISM manuscripts 
digital scores project we finished late last 
year as well as being a part of sending our 
own dear Leslie Bennett off in style for her 
retirement and seeing everyone again. 
 
I continue to perform, speak, teach, and 
write along with generalist reference and 
instruction librarian duties at the University 
of Washington.  This past year I sang in 
Mateo Messina’s Primal Symphony along 
with an eclectic holiday concert with the 
Northwest Chorale and performed my own 
compositions at the International Social 
Artistry Summit and Congress in August.  I 
was invited to give a presentation at the 
Summit on, “Building a Patchwork of 
Possibility: Projects and Reflections of a 
Musician, Educator, and Scholar.”  This 
conference was one of the most fascinating 
I’ve attended in my life.  Some of the most 
interesting people I’ve ever met were 
collaborating to form life-changing projects.  
I was in awe and honored to be among the 
group.  I just received an invitation to speak 
at RISM’s 60

th
 anniversary conference in 

Mainz, Germany next June.  Unfortunately, I 
have another commitment at that time, 
however, my co-pi on the project, Anne 
Graham, will be attending and giving a 



MLA Pacific Northwest Chapter Newsletter 10 

Vol. XXX Fall 2011 

presentation we will put together about our 
RISM project. 
 
I presented a poster session at the 2011 
Annual Teaching and Learning Symposium 
titled, “Providing the Hook: Designing 
Assignments with Personal Relevance and 
Life-Long Learning Skills.”  I also gave a 
guest lecture/demo in Music 120 on “The 
Harpsichord in the Baroque,” taught a 
freshman seminar, “Inspiration from 
Contemporary Thinkers: Exploring Your 
Place in the Universe,” and am currently 
overseeing an independent study for one of 
my former students.  I will be teaching an 
extended version of a course I taught in 
2010 this coming Winter quarter, 2012, 
“Exploring the Power of Music.”  I am 
having a great time preparing for the fun. 
 
I have been writing in my spare time and 
was able to publish an article in Notes 
which corresponded with the presentation I 
gave at the national MLA and PNW MLA 
meetings last year, “Reaching Beyond 
Traditional Boundaries: the Librarian and 
Musicians’ Health” along with my regular 
musician wellness column in Glissando.  I 
bravely submitted another couple of writings 
for consideration and hope soon to 
announce another publication (I’m fast 
learning how long it can take to publish an 
academic article!).  I also started 
volunteering as a tutor in the Writing and 
Research Center at UW which has brought 
rich rewards interacting with the students. 
 
I also managed to find time to relax a bit 
with two tai chi retreats, one on the east 
coast and the other in beautiful British 
Columbia and a trip with partner and pets to 
the Oregon coast for some much needed 
relaxation.   
 

Cate Gerhart 
 
I am once again a happy mom now that my 
youngest son Colin has returned to the 
United States from a 1 year deployment in 
Iraq.  I haven’t seen him yet since he is 

stationed in Kansas, but it’s good to know 
that he isn’t somewhere where he is likely to 
get blown up.  He will be home for two 
weeks at Christmas, though, so it won’t be 
long before he’s home in Seattle.  Son 
Julian is still happy with his job as a cook at 
Poppy, an excellent restaurant in on Capitol 
Hill in Seattle. If you’re in town be sure to 
check it out, you won’t be sorry! 
 
Ned and I are mostly used to the empty 
nest, although we seem unable to figure out 
how to cook for 2.  If anything we have 
gone in the opposite direction and seem to 
be cooking for 10 instead of 2 or 4.  We are 
both keeping busy with our music.  Ned has 
recently took over the conducting 
responsibilities for my double wind quintet, 
Chinook Winds.  I continue to be awed and 
overwhelmed with learning orchestral 
repertoire.  My current hurdle is Dvorak’s 
New World Symphony and Tchaikovsky’s 
Sleeping Beauty suite.  If you’re in Seattle 
on Sunday Nov. 6, you can hear my efforts 
at Town Hall at 2:00 where Thalia 
Symphony will be performing. 
 
Work continues to be a challenge.  There is 
just too much work for one person to do.  I 
did manage to complete a few projects.  I 
helped the Music Library reclass all the rare 
materials from Dewey to LC.  I also finished 
the cataloging of two large boxes of 
Japanese LPs that had been uncataloged 
since the dawn of time.  I also recently 
received a grant to hire a cataloger to work 
on a large backlog of maps in the Map 
Library.  Because of cutbacks there is no 
longer a cataloger in the Map Library so I’ve 
been training my staff to handle their 
cataloging.   
 
I am looking forward to having more time to 
concentrate on Chapter business since we 
have a number of things that need doing.  If 
anyone out there has some free time and 
would like a project, let me know and I’ll put 
you to work. 
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Sheila Knutsen 
 

I am planning to retire during the first week 
of 2012. 
 

Ann Shaffer 
 
I moved to the Pacific Northwest from 
Bloomington, Indiana, in February of this 
year, to start work as music cataloging and 
reference librarian (the position formerly 
held by Rebecca Belford) at the University 
of Oregon in Eugene.  Though I hail from 
the east coast originally, I spent a decade in 
grad school at Indiana University, where I 
completed dual master’s degrees in 
Musicology and Library Science (with music 
specialization), then worked on most of a 
PhD in Musicology before deciding that I 
was ready for a break from grad school and 
to put my skills and degrees to use.  I was 
lucky to accumulate some great library 
experience during my time at IU, learning to 
catalog under the guidance of Ralph 
Papakhian, working as a circulation 
supervisor at the Cook Music Library, doing 
metadata cataloging on the Variations 
project, digitizing scores and creating 
educational resources for the INHarmony 
digital sheet music collection, and 
cataloging and processing archival 
materials at the Archives of African 
American Music and Culture. 
 
Moving to Eugene has been a big, 
wonderful, and often exhausting 
experience.  After a tumultuous weeklong 
drive from IN to OR, I started my job on the 
first Monday in February, then turned 
around and flew to Philadelphia for MLA two 
days later.  However, I could not have 
asked for a more supportive and welcoming 
colleague than Leslie Bennett, who took me 
under her wing, making a point to introduce 
me to fellow PNW librarians, UO music 
faculty, and to get me up to speed on her 
duties as well as my own in just a few 
months.   
 

Since Leslie’s retirement at the end of June, 
I’ve been juggling her collection 
development, reference, and instructional 
duties on top of my own cataloging 
workload, for a six-month pilot period that 
will end in January 2012; while in some 
ways I think it’s been easier to adapt to 
such a big change because I’m still new, it’s 
been a challenge to assess the impact of 
the change when I lack the context and 
institutional history that my colleagues on 
this pilot project have.  I am hopeful that the 
outcome of this project will be a search for 
another music librarian, as I and others feel 
strongly that the evidence shows that this is 
not a one-person workload. 
 
In the meantime, when not at the library, I 
tend to spend my time belly dancing, 
cooking, spinning yarn, knitting, and getting 
to know my new home, all of which keeps 
me from feeling too overwhelmed! 

 
John Vallier 
 

Collecting Online Music Project (COMP) 

 
Academic music libraries may be well 
positioned to collect, preserve, and provide 
access to sound recordings on tangible 
analog and digital formats. However, as 
music distribution moves into an 
increasingly online-only mode, music 
libraries face an array of disruptive 
collection, preservation, and access issues. 
How will music libraries adapt to online and 
“format-free” distribution models? How will 
they collect, preserve, and provide access 
to online music that’s not part of a 
subscription package? 
  
In April 2011, the UW Libraries were 
awarded a Digital Humanities Start Up grant 
to address these and other questions. 
Called the Collecting Online Music Project 
(COMP), this grant addressed these 
questions by way of facilitating two 
overarching activities: 1) a meeting of 
librarians and archivists at the Music Library 
Association’s 2011 annual conference to 
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outline possible solutions to the challenges 
libraries are facing in collecting, preserving, 
and providing access to online only music, 
and 2) dialogue on this topic with individuals 
outside of the music library community (i.e., 
content providers and music industry 
representatives). A report of the grant's 
activities is available here: 
http://faculty.washington.edu/vallier/COMP_
final.pdf  
 

UW is considering working with MLA on 
a follow up grant to implement possible 
solutions to select challenges highlighted in 
the report. 

 

Stefan Hintersteininger 
 

There are never very quiet seasons at the 
CMC anymore, and fall is an especially 
busy time for us. Concert seasons are 
getting underway and schools are back in 
session, which means there are always 
library patrons researching repertoire for 
their upcoming concerts and events. We 
serve many patrons in person, of course, 
but we also do a great deal of reference 
and circulation work by distance, reaching 
patrons all around BC, and indeed the 
whole world. We work closely with school 
groups, hosting tours and seminars, as well 
as with local composers to provide excellent 
library services, as well as interesting and 
relevant programming.   
 
Other recent activities of the CMC BC 
Region include our wildly successful 
10X10X10 project, held in honour of the 
10th Anniversary of Vancouver's 
Scotiabank Dance Centre. This project, a 
joint CMC/Dance Centre production, paired 
ten local composers with ten 
choreographers to create original ten-
minute works. The resulting pieces were as 
different as can be, ranging from the 
hilarious to the emotionally shattering. All 
four evenings were sold out, and the show 
received great critical acclaim.  
 
Recently, the CMC BC Region maintained 

an information table at the BC Music 
Educators' Association Conference, as well 
as at the World Harp Congress. Interest in 
the CMC was high at both conferences, and 
many important connections were made. 
Outreach is one of the most important of all 
our activities, and as librarian, part of my 
job involves taking the CMC on the road - 
giving talks about the CMC, and about 
Canadian music in general, to various 
interested groups in the area. 
 
A call for volunteers to work on our BC 
Composer Archives Digitization Project has 
generated a tremendous response. 
Through the hard work of a summer 
student, we were able to make significant 
headway on this project, and this work is 
now continuing with a dedicated and 
generous group of volunteers. We have 
recently installed another workstation to 
accommodate this tremendous influx, and 
we're still receiving inquiries from 
prospective volunteers each week. As 
librarian, I am training, assisting, and 
working with these volunteers, and 
providing guidance wherever I can. The 
value of volunteers to a small organization 
like ours should never be underestimated - 
they allow us to accomplish so much more 
than we could otherwise, especially 
considering our woefully limited budget. 
 
Once completed, the materials from these 
archives will be available online to the 
general public through a unique user 
interface that was designed entirely in-
house. It is our hope that this will go 'live' 
sometime in the first half of 2012. We'll 
keep you posted! 
 
To receive regular notices about events 
taking place at the Canadian Music Centre, 
and for news related to Canadian music in 
general, please consider subscribing to our 
e-newsletter, Centrepulse. Just email me at 
bcregion@musiccentre.ca to sign up. 
 
Please also visit our blog at 
www.bccreativehub.com 

https://www.mail.ubc.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=770e08621605476cb3497b50db34de48&URL=http%3a%2f%2ffaculty.washington.edu%2fvallier%2fCOMP_final.pdf
https://www.mail.ubc.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=770e08621605476cb3497b50db34de48&URL=http%3a%2f%2ffaculty.washington.edu%2fvallier%2fCOMP_final.pdf
https://www.mail.ubc.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=770e08621605476cb3497b50db34de48&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bccreativehub.com
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The next IAML conference will be held in Montreal, Quebec from July22-27, 2012.  

For more information, go to:  http://iaml.montreal2012.info/ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Notes from the Editor 
Terry Horner 

 

Thanks once again for getting things to me on time for this our 30
th
 chapter newsletter!  Yours newsy 

items are always, well, newsy!  We also welcome new member Ann Shaffer to the group!   Look forward 
to seeing some of you at MLA and don’t forget IAML is in Canada for the second time ever in July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://iaml.montreal2012.info/

