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WORDS FROM THE CHAIR AND 

REPORT OF CHAPTER 
MEETING 

 
Greetings, PNW-MLAers!  It’s been an 
exciting year for our Chapter. 
We returned to beautiful Vancouver, BC, for 
our 2014 Chapter meeting, held on the 
campus of the University of British Columbia 
on May 2nd and at the Canadian Music 
Centre on May 3rd.   It was great to see so 
many familiar faces, and to meet a few new 
ones.  We stayed at the Sylvia Hotel once 
again, and held our chapter dinner at the 
nearby Boathouse Restaurant, where we 
enjoyed delicious food and a stunning view 
of English Bay.  One of the highlights of the 
dinner was our singing waiter, who tried his 
best to stump us with selections from 
musicals and operas, but a table of 15 or so 
music librarians provided a more formidable 
wealth of musical knowledge than he 
anticipated!  It took quite a few people to 
help plan the chapter meeting and make 
sure things ran smoothly, so I’d like to thank 
Kirsten Walsh and Terry Horner for 
overseeing local arrangements, Kevin Madill 
for facilitating our day at UBC, Stefan 
Hintersteininger for hosting us at the CMC, 
Cindy Richardson for securing the group 
hotel rate, and Bill Blair for his usual calm 
handling of the registrations and honoraria. 
 
We were treated to a diverse array of 
presentations this year.  Our guest speaker 
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for Friday was Professor Bob Pritchard of 
the UBC School of Music, whose talk “The 
Musical Gesture: Data and Sound in 
Concert” introduced us to his work with 
electroacoustic music technology and 
interactive media in performance, ranging 
from devices that allow a performer to use 
physical gestures to synthesize electronic 
speech and song, to directing students in 
live performances on an ensemble of 
laptops, mobile devices, and self-created 
software and hardware technologies.   
 
Also on Friday, Kevin Madill (UBC) gave a 
talk titled “From Music Library to Music 
Collection”, about the transition of UBC’s 
music collection from a specialized branch 
library to being integrated with other 
collections in the campus’s new learning 
commons, the Barber Center.  Kev also 
discussed some of his outreach efforts to 
the UBC music faculty, and gave us a tour 
of the new facilities. 
 
One of our newer chapter members, Reed 
David (University of Alaska-Anchorage), 
presented work from his masters thesis in 
musicology, focusing on jazz influences in 
Aaron Copland’s concertos for piano and for 
clarinet.  Also on Friday, Verletta Kern 
(University of Washington), Erin Conor 
(Reed College) and I gave a joint 
presentation about our collaborative grant 
project to implement a consortial cloud-
based implementation of the 
Avalon/Variations digital media software (a 
reprisal of a presentation we’d given at the 
national MLA meeting in Atlanta in 
February.) 
 
On Saturday, we opened our session with a 
talk by Stefan Hintersteininger, who 
discussed his work in developing the 
Canadian Music Centre’s Composer 
Archives Database.   Following this was a 
joint presentation from Laurel Sercombe 
(University of Washington) and composer 
Bruce Ruddell, “Native Seattle in the 
Concert Hall: An Exploration of Two 
Symphonies,” which focused on two recent 
works premiered by the Seattle Symphony 

that were inspired by music of the First 
Nations communities in the Puget Sound 
area.  Laurel talked about the The Potlatch 
Symphony (2013), a work based in outreach 
to local Native groups, facilitated by 
composer-in-residence Janice Giteck (who 
spoke about this project at our 2013 chapter 
meeting in Seattle).  Bruce discussed his 
experience and compositional process in 
working on commission with Upper Skagit 
elder Vi Hilbert to compose The Healing 
Heart (2006), a musical response to the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 
 
In other news, the Chapter approved the 
creation of a travel grant to help support 
first-time attendees to our Chapter 
meetings.  In order to support the grant, the 
Chapter voted to increase annual 
membership dues from $10 to $20 to go into 
effect in 2015.  Cate Gerhardt (University of 
Washington) is overseeing efforts to begin 
collecting oral histories of our chapter 
members, with support through an MLA 
chapter grant.  Cate also continues to 
spearhead efforts to organize and inventory 
the Chapter’s archives, in preparation for 
putting them on deposit in the University of 
Washington’s Special Collections. 
 
Thanks to everyone who attended our 2014 
meeting, and to everyone who contributed 
to its success.  Our next chapter meeting in 
2015 will be in Eugene, OR, on the campus 
of the University of Oregon; preliminary 
information on dates and accommodations 
is available on our Chapter website.  I hope 
to see many of you there, if I don’t see you 
at the national MLA meeting in Denver first! 
 
Ann Shaffer 
 
Chair 
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Minutes from the Annual Business Meeting 
Canadian Music Centre 

Vancouver, BC, May 3, 2014 
Bill Blair, Secretary/Treasurer  

 
Present:   Bill Blair, Erin Conor, Reed David, Paula Elliott, Kyra Folk-Farber, Cate Gerhart, 
Nicholas Kelly, Verletta Kern, Cindy Richardson, Laurel Sercombe, Ann Shaffer, Stephen 
Hintersteininger, Kirsten Walsh. 
  
Note taker: Bill Blair 
  
Agenda: 
1.     Welcome 
Meeting called to order by the Vice Chair, Ann Shaffer (The Chair, Anna Seaberg was unable to 

attend) 
2.     Adoption of agenda 
An amendment to #5 was requested by Cindy Richardson.  Agenda approved with amendment, 

by a motion to approve, and vote of members. 
3.     Approval of minutes from the 2013 PNWMLA meeting. 
Minutes were approved by a motion and vote of members. 
4.     Financial Report  Bill Blair, Secretary and Treasurer, distributed the treasurer’s report to 

members present for review. The report was accepted by the members present.   
5.     Nomination / Election Results 
Cindy Richardson announced the election of John Vallier by acclamation. 
Next year’s executive committee will be 
·     Ann Shaffer: Chair 
·     John Vallier: Vice Chair, Chair Elect 
·     Bill Blair: Secretary / Treasurer 
·     Anna Seaberg: Past Chair 
·     Terry Horner will continue to do the Newsletter  Verletta Kern will continue to manage 

publicity 
Cindy brought up the possibility of amending the Chapter Constitution to include the option of 

election by acclamation when there is only one candidate running. Many years ago we 
changed the Constitution to make it acceptable to have only one candidate for an office, 
and for most years since then, there has been only one nominee for each office. The 
Constitution mandates that we conduct an election when there is only one person running 
for office. Cindy questioned whether it would be more practical to hold a vote only if there is 
more than one person running for any office. In the case of only single nominees, no 
ballots would be cast, and those nominated would be declared elected by acclamation. 

Discussion followed, and it was decided to let things stand as they are and reevaluate at next 
year’s meeting. A call for volunteers for Chapter officers will go out earlier next year to 
ensure that more people can put their names forward. Cindy will send out a proposal for 
amending the elections section of the Constitution at least thirty days prior to next year’s 
meeting so that it will be eligible for consideration at that meeting. 

   
6.     2015 Meeting  Next year’s meeting will take place in Eugene, Oregon. The dates will be 
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one week later than usual on May 8 and 9. There was some discussion about a joint 
meeting with the California Chapter which will possibly take place in 2015 or 2016. It was 
suggested that Portland could be a place to host the meeting since it is halfway between. 
There was also some discussion about a meeting taking place in Alaska at some point in 
the future. 

  
7.     Update on Oral History project  Verletta received a chapter grant to help with this project. 

It covers travel and equipment. Cate Gerhart asked for volunteers to help with finding 
people to interview and also to do interviews and transcriptions. Kyra Folk-Faber 
volunteered to do transcriptions 

  
8.     Chapter travel grant proposal  Erin Conor presented a proposal to support travel for first 

time attendees. This would entail raising annual dues to $20.00 (from the current $10.00). 
Discussion followed and a motion was proposed to raise the dues but not earmark the 
money specifically for the travel grant. Instead the money would go to the general account 
but a travel grant would be available when needed. The   proposal was approved by a 
vote of the members. 

  
9.     Update on the Chapter Archives  Cate Gerhart is taking the lead on this project. She has 

had help from Verletta Kern, Cindy Richardson and Laural Sercombe. Anyone else who 
would like to help is welcome. The material is currently at Cate’s house but will eventually 
be housed at the University of Washington Archives. Some Newsletters from the 1970’s 
are missing so if anyone has this material and is willing to donate it, they should contact 
Cate.   Next steps: Digitize some material and put on the website; create a finding aid; 
identify gaps. 

  
10.     Other Business  Best of Chapter: Cate nominated Laurel Sercombe and Bruce Ruddell’s 

presentation “Native Seattle in the concert hall: An exploration of two symphonies”. 
Approved by a vote of the members. 

  
Meeting adjourned at 12:45. 
 
 
 

 
 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 
Erin Conor and Bob Tangney have agreed to serve on the Nominating Committee for the 2015 
chapter election. The positions of Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect and Secretary/Treasury are open for 
nomination this year. If you would like to nominate someone, please contact econor@reed.edu 
and Bob.Tangney@spl.org by January 31, 2015.  A summary of officer duties is available on the 
chapter website: http://pnwmla.wordpress.com/about/chapter-handbook/ 
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Treasurer’s Report, November, 2014 
Bill Blair, Secretary/Treasurer  

 

 
Music Library Association Pacific Northwest Chapter 
Treasury Update, June, 2014 
Compiled by Bill Blair, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Balance in the account from statement, March 25, 2014:  $ 1 704.65 
 

Income April 1, 2014 – June 25, 2014 
                     Canadian   U.S. funds 
From meeting (registration, membership dues)       $   716.34 
Membership dues paid other than at the meeting       $     86.51 
MLA Grant                  $   527.50  $500.00 
Interest                   $     .02 
 
Total income 
Meeting expenses, May 2013 
  Cash expenses for meeting including        $   561.75 
  Honorariums and other expenses 
  Food and coffee for meeting breaks         $  72.47 
  Back fees                $  12.50 
 
Total Expense                 $  646.72 
  
Current balance in the account October 24, 2013 
    

 
 

NEW CHAPTER MEMBERS 
 
Reed David, UAA/APU Consortium Library, Anchorage 
Kyra Folk-Farber, University of Toronto Library (Student) 
Nicolas Kelly 
Kevin Madill, UBC 
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DATES FOR THE NEXT CHAPTER MEETING AND A CALL FOR 
PAPERS 

 
 

 
2015 Annual Meeting of the Pacific Northwest Chapter of the Music Library Association 
(PNWMLA)  
 
PNWMLA will hold its 2015 Chapter Meeting on May 8th and May 9th at the University of 
Oregon's Knight Library (Eugene, Oregon). We invite proposals for individual and joint 
presentations alike. While we welcome submissions on any topic related to music and music 
librarianship/archiving, we are particularly interested in presentations that focus on music and 
music librarianship/archiving in the Pacific Northwest.  
 
Please send proposal abstracts (150-200 words) to vallier@uw.edu by February 13, 2015.  
 
More information about our meeting (and our inaugural travel grant!) is available on our website: 

 
http://pnwmla.wordpress.com 

 
 
 

APPLY FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING TRAVEL GRANT 
 

 
Would you like to learn more about music librarianship and management of music collections?  
The Pacific Northwest Chapter of the Music Library Association (PNWMLA) invites you to apply 
for our inaugural travel grant to attend our annual meeting in Eugene, Oregon May 8-9.  This 
grant is open to first-time-attendees of a PNWMLA annual meeting.  Graduate students in 
library and information science, paraprofessionals, and librarians working in areas related to 
music are especially encouraged to apply.  Applicants need not be members of PNWMLA at the 
time of application but must agree to join the chapter upon receiving the award. 
 
Application materials should be submitted via email as pdfs to Ann Shaffer 
(ashaffer@uoregon.edu).  To apply, please include the following: 
 
1. A letter of application which includes: 
- the reasons for attending the PNWMLA annual meeting and why you are a good candidate for 

this grant 
- a justification of financial need 
- a brief budget for travel costs to attend the PNWMLA annual meeting 
- information about any other grants, matching funds, or institutional support you may also 

receive to cover costs to attend the PNWMLA annual meeting. 
2.  A current vita or resume 
 
3.  One letter of support directly emailed by the reference via email to Ann Shaffer 
(ashaffer@uoregon.edu). 
 
Deadline for the receipt of applications is December 31st.  The PNWMLA Board will notify 
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candidates who applied by February 1st. 
 
The following information may be useful in preparing your budget: 
• Annual meeting registration will be $20 
• Hotel room blocks run $100/night not including tax 
• Please contact PNWMLA chair, Ann Shaffer, with any questions you have related to the 
travel grant. 
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News from the Membership  
 

John Vallier 
 

.Late last spring, the UW Libraries Media 
Center received a $100,000 gift from the 
estate of famed Seattle recording engineer 
Kearney Barton. These funds will be used to 
preserve and make accessible music 
recordings from the Puget Sound region, 
including Barton's own massive trove of 
material: 
http://guides.lib.washington.edu/barton 
 
This Fall Quarter has been a busy one as 
I've been teaching two classes at UW about 
Puget Sound music and archiving. The 
students and I have been fortunate to have 
many great guest speakers, including Dr. 
Laurel Sercombe, Paul DeBarros, Charles 
Cross, Overton Berry, Scott Colburn, 
Freddie "Sonics" Dennis, and Jim 
Anderson. A syllabus for one of the classes 
is available 
here:http://guides.lib.washington.edu/ps-
honors14 
 
Finally, please check out the UW Libraries 
SoundCloud account and "follow" us if you 
dare! https://soundcloud.com/uwlibrarie 

 
 
Terry Horner 
 
Greetings all, 
 

Sorry for getting the newsletter out late this 
year, but here it is.  Thanks for all the 
submissions. 

 
I moved back to technical services this year 
and have been working on metadata for 
video streaming, amongst various other 
clean-up and new projects.  We will have a 
new ‘library’ (more of a storage facility) 
called PARC and it will be under the 
supervision of technical services.  I still have 
to get to cataloguing that CBC collection of 
CDs! 

 
I took a cruise to Alaska in September for a 
week.  Of course, I saw some amazing 
scenery including close-ups to glaciers.  I 
have also never see so man jewelry in 
these small towns we visited!  It was overall 
a fun trip and plenty to do on board the ship. 

 
I’ll be heading back to Ontario for 
Christmas.  I haven’t been back then for 
over 25 years at that time of year so I look 
forward to it 

 
I also plan to attend CAML and IAML this 
year with a couple of weeks vacation.  I 
have reconnected with a friend from over 30 
years back, so will also spend some time in 
New Glasgow, NS. 

 
Hope to see you all soon! 

 
 
 
Cate Gerhart 
 

Although I haven't gotten very far along, I'm 
working on two projects for  
the Chapter.  One, is helping get the 
archives organized and given over to 
the UW Archives for safe keeping.  The 
other is to start conducting some  
oral history interviews of early chapter 
members.  I hope to make progress  
on both of these before our May meeting. 
 
I've been busy here at UW cataloging the 
William Crawford collection of  
rare music scores.  I've hired a library 
school student to help with  
the cataloging.  His name is Charles 
Crowley and I hope he'll be able to  
join us in Eugene.  We've gotten a bunch 
more scores and recordings to add  
to our Baltic Music Collection and I have a 
part time helper helping with  
those as well.  She's a recent graduate from 
the UW Music School in Choral  
conducting, Heather Garbes.  I also have 
part time cataloger, Keiko  
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Minami, helping me with some Japanese 
music scores. 
 
I'm looking forward to ALA in Chicago and 
MLA in Denver this winter. At  
MLA I'll be interviewing candidates for the 
new editor of the MCB as chair  
of the search committee. 
 
At home, I'm happy to report that my 
youngest son Colin has recently moved  
back to Washington, now stationed at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord. He and his  
wife Sarah have a house in Tacoma and I 
can see him regularly now, instead  
of once a year. Eldest son Julian is once 
again looking for a new  
restaurant job. He informs me that in order 
to have a vacation he had to  
quit his previous job.  At the moment he's 
having trouble deciding which  
of the 6 offers on the table he should 
accept.  Ah, to be wanted. 
 
Ned is well, currently worrying about 
another home remodel project we're  
in the middle of, this time the upstairs 
bathroom.  Looking forward to  
seeing everyone in Eugene. 

 
 
Ann Shaffer 
 

In 2013, the UO School of Music asked me 
to take over teaching its graduate research 
methods course (required for all music grad 
students), so that is now the focal point of 
every fall term for me.  It can get hectic at 
times with all the lesson-planning and 
grading on top of my regular duties, but I 
appreciate the chance to get to know these 
students and develop relationships with 
them that last longer than the normal brief 
reference interaction.  And I mentally cheer 
whenever I run into them in the music 
reference collection months later or when 
they come to me with a question in the 
terms after they’ve finished my class—if 
nothing else, I want them to remember to go 
to librarians for help when they need it! 

I head up a team of music specialists within 
the library, including two full-time 
paraprofessional staff (one cataloger, one 
public services supervisor) and two part-
time grad student assistants.  The grad 
students help me keep our music reference 
desk staffed on a consistent schedule, and 
work on outreach to our patrons, ranging 
from updating online research guides to 
creating fun interactive things such as the 
“Mystery Score of the Week”, which we post 
to our Facebook page and display at the 
music reference desk every week.  It’s 
always interesting to see what people 
guess, and it makes for some entertaining 
reference transactions.  (It helps that we 
reward any reasonable in-person guess with 
chocolate!) 
 
On a personal note, I’ve been playing a lot 
of viola da gamba and remembering what 
it’s like to be an actual performing musician 
again!  In April, I performed as a featured 
soloist on Brandenburg 6 with the Salem 
(OR) Chamber Orchestra, and this past 
September I played some programmatic 
selections from Book 5 of Marin Marais’s 
Pièces de Viole (the awesomely gruesome 
“Depiction of a Bladder-Stone Surgery” and 
the more playful “Badminton Game”) in a 
concert with the Oregon Bach Collegium.  In 
October I bought a treble viol, and am 
looking forward to exploring its solo 
repertoire once the term is over and all my 
grading is done.  This was also a good year 
for dance: besides traveling to belly dance 
festivals up and down the West Coast, I 
spent 9 days in Portland in July doing an 
intensive 50-hour training program with my 
teacher Rachel Brice, and am now teaching 
a weekly fusion belly dance class here in 
Eugene. 

 
 
 
Laurel Sercombe 

 
I am, unbelievably, beginning my 32nd year 
in the UW Ethnomusicology Archives. Our 
grad students weren’t born when I started 
here. I’m older than most of their parents. 
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It’s all very sobering. Probably 2 more years 
to go. I continue to have a wonderfully 
interesting job – encountering during a 
typical day recordings of Clackamas 
Chinook songs made in 1929, healing 
rituals from Malawi, reel to reel copies of 
Latin American nueva cancion records 
recorded in the 1980s, while the sounds of 
our Javanese gamelan waft down the hall 
and students drop by to tell me about their 
plans to raise food money to send to Ebola-
stricken Guinea. What more could a person 
ask? 
  
A highlight of my year since our last 
newsletter was the session with Bruce 
Ruddell at our May chapter meeting. Bruce 
was so eager to tell you his story about Vi 
Hilbert and The Healing Heart symphony, 
and I was able to hear and record his story 
and all your insightful questions and 
comments as well. During the summer I 
conducted additional interviews and finally 
finished a paper based on this research and 
submitted it to the journal Ethnomusicology. 
I hope to hear soon whether or not it will be 
published. Thanks again for giving me the 
opportunity to talk to Bruce in such a 
welcoming, supportive environment. I really 
like our chapter meetings! 

 
 
Leslie Bennett 

 
 
Since it has been a couple of years since I 
participated in this newsletter (and a couple 
since I’ve attended our local meeting) I 
thought I’d catch you up on what a retired 
music librarian does when she’s not one 
any more!  Unlike Paula E., I don’t sing in 
any group- but I have done a few things 
new and dear to my heart. 
 
One project is that I’ve taken the training 
through the Oregon State University 
Extension Office for the Master Gardener 
program.  I’ve always wanted to take this, 
but couldn’t while I was employed- and now 
I’ve completed it and did the 66 hours that 

are part of the payback bargain you make 
with the organization.  The process was a 
twelve-week course on everything botanical, 
including bugs, weeds, fertilizers, as well as 
the basic botanist information that I either 
slept through in school- or just plain learned 
for the test.  Really a great course, taught 
by very enthusiastic teachers who are 
master gardeners themselves- and well 
worth the time.  The only downside?  The 
bugs!  We had to do a bug collection-and I 
foolishly volunteered to guard the bugs and 
put them in a display case for our group. 
(Everything is done as a group- including 
the final exam- as that emulates the way the 
Hot Line works as a group effort.)  Bugs are 
not my favorite thing! And one of our 
members brought in a millipede that smelled 
of almond (at first), but soon putrified into a 
disgusting smell- not fun!  
 
My motivation for taking the course you’ll all 
get to see, as we moved to yet another 
house, and this one has a 20-year old 
garden with wonderful flowers and shrubs 
that required some intelligent maintenance 
(unlike my previous landscapes)- and it is 
truly paying off. 
 
My hubby and I also took a “bottom of the 
U.S.” trip the first year we retired- all the 
way across the Southwest to Florida- a trip 
that took over one month and allowed us to 
see some of the beautiful sections of our 
South.  We also did a bicycle trip to Holland 
(which I shared with you all at the last 
meeting I attended in 2013.) 
 
And I’ve taken up yoga (at least the physical 
part of it- I’m working on the mental part!)  
So retirement is good! 
 
Looking forward to seeing as many of you 
as can make it down to our edge of the 
PNW landscape. 
 
Leslie Bennett, Retiree (from the U of 
Oregon) 
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Notes from the Editor 

Terry Horner 
 

Thanks for all the contributions to this our 33rdt chapter newsletter! I am looking forward to seeing some 
of you at MLA in February and seeing you at the chapter meeting! 
 
My apologies  for being later with the newsletter this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


