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WORDS FROM THE CHAIR  
 
 
 
It's my privilege to do the honors this year as the chapter Chair and write the opening letter to you all.  I'm 
sure you are all having the same busy fall I have been-but I often like to think back on our meetings when 
things get rough here.  Our chapter has become an important part of who I am as a music librarian, and I 
want to acknowledge how much you all mean to me, both personally and professionally.  With so few of 
us and so many dedicated professionals, I think the Northwest is really lucky to have us!   
  
Our Seattle meeting in April was wonderful, with some especially interesting features, including the 
meeting place.  The next time I see the movie The Shining, Red Rum will remind me of Seattle Public 
Library's venue.   Thanks so much to John Brower and Sheila Knudsen for hosting us and for providing 
goodies at the meeting.  And thank you to Cathy Gerhart for hosting us for dinner at her house- it gets 
lovelier every time we go there!  Our program was packed with projects, constitutional tweaking, and a 
chance to hear about members' projects, including Judy Tsou's Flower Drum Song presentation. If you 
weren't there, please consider coming to our next meeting.  
 
We're finally going to have a Left Coasters meeting in Berkeley, California this next April (after at least 2 
years of planning and talking about it.)  I want to encourage all of you to (as Picard would say) "Make it 
so!"  We need to show the rest of the chapters that this is something we support.  One of the ways you 
can do this (besides showing up) is to give a presentation at the meeting.  Many of us think that Judy's 
presentation is a natural for this meeting-and I'm sure that there are others of you who might want to do a 
formal presentation too.  Betty Woerner, as your Vice Chair, will be soliciting ideas- and Jason Gibbs and 
John Roberts have promised to do the local arrangements to make our meeting special. 
 
Finally, now that we only need one person to run for each office, won't you all take a look at the list of our 
chapter officers on the PNW/MLA web site (under Chapter History), and, if your name isn't on at least one 
of those lists in the last five years, volunteer to run.  Our nomination committee members are Anna 
Seaberg (chair) and John Brower, and they are only looking for people to run for the Vice Chair/Chair 
Elect position, so answer their call and keep our chapter running! 
 
Have a wonderful year- and be sure to come to the MLA's 75th birthday party in Memphis, Tennessee. 
Our SEMLA Chapter friends are guaranteed to put on a great bash. 
 
Leslie Bennett



2  MLA Pacific Northwest Chapter Newsletter  

Vol. XXIV Fall 2005 

Pacific Northwest Chapter of the Music Library Association 
Annual Meeting April 22 and 23, 2005 

Seattle Public Library 
 

 
 

Back row:  Laurel Sercombe, Hollis Near, Cathy Gerhart, Betty Woerner, John Brower, Bill 
Blair, Leslie Bennett, Marian Ritter, Sheila Knutsen. 
Front row:  Judy Tsou, Anna Seaberg, Paula Elliot, Beverly Stafford, Debbie Pierce, 
Kirsten Walsh 
 

The PNW/MLA Chapter spent a glorious weekend in Seattle, Washington, enjoying 
unusually nice weather-and taking in many of the “library-approved” sites of the 
city. 
The meeting, hosted by John Brower and Sheila Knutsen (Seattle Public Library) at 
the new Seattle Public Library, took place Friday, April 22nd and Saturday, April 
23rd.  Talks and presentations included a special session by Judy Tsou (University 
of Washington) comparing the new and old editions of Flower Drum Song, by 
Rodgers & Hammerstein, with emphasis on the portrayal of Chinese stereotypes in 
the old version and the remedies given in the new edition by David Hwang.  
Deborah Pierce (University of Washington) shared her expertise in preserving and 
cataloging the UW’s Dewey score collection, using grants that the UW Libraries 
received from Paul Allen.  Friday night’s dinner was hosted by UW's Cathy Gerhart, 
with vocal and piano sing-along led by the Seattle Public Library members of 
PNW/MLA.  Other events included a discussion on the commercial digital audio 
resources available now; a presentation of “Songs of the Sea” by Leslie Bennett 
(University of Oregon); a “share your favorite reference source” session that 
highlighted members’ digital projects; and a business meeting, at which the new 
chapter officers were announced.  Leslie Bennett is the incoming Chair; Betty 
Woerner (Reed College) is the Vice Chair/Chair Elect; and Beverly Stafford 
(Multnomah Public Library) is the re-elected Secretary/Treasurer.  Terry Horner 
(University of British Columbia) is the continuing newsletter editor. 
 
Tours of the Seattle Public Library were led by John and Sheila, and as a special 
ending to the meeting, the Experience Music Project’s Jasen Emmons gave a 
guided tour of Paul Allen’s rock and roll museum, featuring exhibits about Bob 
Dylan; the Beatles’ first tour of the U.S. (both of which were curated by our host), 
and, of course, Seattle’s Jimi Hendrix memorabilia. The Beatles’ exhibit included a 
section on their fans, which included a letter our chapter chair, Laurel Sercombe, 
wrote to George Harrison, and his mother’s reply. Many pictures were taken and, 
although the group was tempted by the hands-on resources of the museum, no 
new EMP-produced compact disc of the PNW/MLA’ers will be gracing your 
airwaves soon! 
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MINUTES 
PNWMLA BUSINESS MEETING 

Seattle, Washington 
April 23rd, 2005 

 
 
The annual business meeting of the MLA PNW Chapter was held in Seattle, Washington in the Seattle 
Public Library, hosted by SPL Librarians John Brower and Sheila Knutsen. 
 
Members present: Leslie Bennett, Bill Blair, John Brower, Paula Elliot, Cathy Gerhart, Terry Horner, Hollis 
Near, Paul Jackson, Deborah Pierce, Marion Ritter, Laurel Sercombe, Marion Scichilone, Anna Seaberg, 
Beverly Stafford, Judy Tsou, Kirsten Walsh, Betty Woerner 
 
Agenda April 23, 2005 

 
1. Welcome by Laurel Sercombe, President. 
2. Adoption of the agenda. 
3. Approval of May 3rd, 2004 minutes.  
4. Business arising from the minutes. 
5. Financial Report by Beverly Stafford, Secretary Treasurer 
6. President’s Report. 

a. Best of Chapters Nomination. 
b. Decision to do more chapter business via email list. 

7. Discussion: Use of chapter website; on-line vs. paper meeting registration; payment options; 
ballots and voting procedure; possible purchase of Adobe Acrobat software. 

8. Discussion: Proposed amendments to chapter constitution. 
9. Election results. 
10. ORBIS/CASCADE report (Leslie). 
11. Association of Recorded Sound 2006 Conference (Laurel) 
12. Reports on local projects. 
13. Other. 
14. Adjourn. 

 
 
Members present:  
Leslie Bennett, Deborah Pierce, Laurel Sercombe, Cathy Gerhart, Judy Tsou, Bill Blair, Sheila Knutsen, 
John Brower, Paula Elliot, Kirsten Walsh, Betty Woerner, Beverly B. Stafford, Terry Horner, Anna 
Seaberg, Marian Ritter, Hollis Near. 
 
1. Welcome.  
Laurel Sercombe welcomed members present at the annual meeting, 2005. Laurel thanked John Brower, 
Sheila Knutsen for hosting the chapter at the Seattle Public Library, and Cathy Gerhart and her husband 
for hosting everyone on Friday night for dinner at her home. 
 
2. Adoption of the Agenda.  
The agenda for the meeting was accepted by members present with no additions or changes. 
 
3. Minutes:  
The minutes from the April 2004 meeting were reviewed by members present and approved.  
 
4. Business arising from the minutes. 
There was no further business arising from the minutes. 
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5. Financial Report:  
Beverly Stafford presented a financial report of the MLA PNW accounts, and welcomed new members 
Michael Hill, Paul Jackson, Marilyn Scichilone. The treasurer’s report was distributed to members present 
for review. The report included a preliminary total based on funds collected the day before at the Friday 
registration, and meeting expenditures. An updated report will be included with the fall newsletter. 
 
6. President’s report:  
 
a. Best of Chapters for MLA 2006:  
At the Vancouver MLA session for Best of Chapters, there was an open invitation for those who submitted 
a proposal to send them in again this year, due to the high number of excellent entries for the competition 
in 2005. At the suggestion of PNW MLA chapter members, Laurel proposed that we nominate Terry 
Horner’s presentation to represent our chapter for MLA 2006. The chapter members present nominated 
and approved this proposal to submit Terry Horner’s BC Sheet Music project for the Best of Chapters 
competition for the 2006 MLA conference. Laurel gave the nomination to Leslie Bennett, incoming 
president, to mail to the Best of Chapters panel. 
 
b. Decision to do more chapter business via email list.  
Laurel surveyed everyone in the listserv, and others who are in the correspondence loop for MLA PNW in 
paper form, to ask if chapter communication would be acceptable entirely in email form. The result was 
that everyone is satisfied with email as the primary mode of communication for chapter news. 
 
7. Use of chapter website; on-line vs. paper meeting registration; payment options; ballots and 
voting procedure; possible purchase of Adobe Acrobat software. 
 
Online registration forms:  
Laurel asked chapter members for comments about using the PNWMLA web site to post chapter 
business. For the past few years, we have provided membership and registration forms on the web site, 
but this year for the first time asked members to print the forms from the site rather than send out paper 
mailings for the meeting. This saves $50-$75 in mailing fees for the chapter, as well as time for the 
Secretary/Treasurer to prepare and send out mailings. Since this is a procedural change, it does not 
affect the chapter constitution, and was approved by members at the meeting. 
 
Registration procedures: request for change using online forms:  
Beverly Stafford then presented a proposal to members present for registration changes.  
1. A web-based form would be used by members for pre-registration in advance of the meeting. This 
would replace all paper mailings to the membership. In the case of ballots, the ballot will be posted on the 
website, to be printed out by members and returned to the Secretary/Treasurer. Registration collected by 
online pre-registration would be used to prepare a spreadsheet for meeting attendance and fees to be 
collected at registration. 
2. Members would pay registration fees at the meeting instead of sending checks in the mail. 
 
Adobe Acrobat software:  
Beverly Stafford proposed that we purchase a license for Adobe Acrobat to use for the newsletter, ballots, 
registration forms, and other chapter business. Discussion followed among members with the conclusion 
that everyone is satisfied with the systems we are currently using, and that we do not need to purchase 
the software at this time. 
 
8. Discussion: Proposed amendments to chapter constitution. 
 
Text of the current PNWMLA Constitution for ballots and membership mailings: 
 
Section 4. Election and tenure.A. At each annual meeting, the Chapter Chair shall appoint a    
Nominating Committee to prepare a ballot for the following year. There shall be at least two candidates 
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for every office. A call for nominations will be published in the fall newsletter. The ballot shall be mailed 
with the announcement for the next annual meeting. Voting shall be done by mail. [Rev. 4/95] 
 
Request for change to allow 1 person for each officer on the ballot: 
Laurel requested that we change the chapter constitution to allow 1 person on the ballot for each officer, 
rather than requiring 2 people, due to the small size of our chapter. This request was approved by 
members present. Since any change to the constitution requires a mailed ballot of all members, this will 
be submitted to the full membership for a vote prior to official change.  
 
Result of mailed ballot: 15 ballots received – 15 voted for this change -BBS 
 
Request for change to allow ballots to be posted online on the chapter web site: 
Currently, the Chapter Constitution requires that ballots be mailed to the membership by the 
Secretary/Treasurer. Beverly Stafford proposed that we change the Constitution to distribute ballots by a 
new system as follows: 
1. Ballots would be posted on the web site rather than mailed to PNWMLA members, with notification by 
email to all members that ballots are available for voting, with dates for return to be counted.  
2. Members print the online web site ballot and send by mail to the Secretary/Treasurer.  
3. All ballots must be returned by the date on the ballot in order to be counted in the election. Ballots may 
not be delivered to the Secretary Treasurer at the meeting. 
 
Request for change to allow online meeting registration: 
The Constitution currently requires meeting announcements by mail (see text above). Beverly Stafford 
requested that we post all materials online, with web forms for members to use to register for meetings.  
 
Final vote for approval is required: In accordance with the Chapter constitution, any change requires a 
30 day notice, with a ballot to vote on a change. Beverly Stafford will prepare a ballot with an explanation 
of each change outlined above. This ballot will be mailed to chapter members for voting, with the results 
announced on the chapter listserv.   
 
9. Election Results (Leslie). 
Leslie Bennett read the ballots to members present at the meeting. Cathy Gerhart and Marian Ritter 
served as the Nominating Committee for this year's election. There were 6 ballots returned for this year’s 
election: Betty Woerner is the vice chair elect, Beverly Stafford will continue as Secretary/Treasurer. Terry 
Horner will continue as Newsletter Editor. Nominating Committee: Anna Seaberg and John Brower have 
agreed to be the nominating committee (with Anna as chair.) 
 
10. ORBIS/CASCADE report (Leslie).  
Leslie Bennett reported that the ORBIS/CASCADE music listserv has shown very low use over the past 
year. Judy Tsou suggested that the listserv be expanded to include others who might be interested 
beyond the ORBIS/CASCADE member libraries. Discussion of trial music databases followed: Leslie will 
contact Greg Doyle to set up new database trials based upon requests from the ORBIS/CASCASE music 
librarians, and will follow up on the chapter listserv.  
 
11. Announcement about the Association for Recorded Sound Collections Meeting in Seattle. 
The conference for this association will be held in Seattle in 2006. Laurel distributed brochures for the 
Association and conference announcement. Larry Haws, a record collector in Tacoma, is local 
arrangements organizer, with John Brower and Laurel on the committee for local arrangements.  
 
 
12. Local Projects.  
 
Leslie: gave a report about Collected Editions and ARL. (see attached MS Word doc report) 
 
Laurel: Laurel reported that the University of Washington Ethnomusicology Archives may become a 
contributing archive to the Smithsonian Global Sound project. 
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Paul: Paul talked about the project he finished several years ago “Pioneers in Brass” and offered copies 
to all members of the PNW MLA Chapter at no cost. 
 
13. Other. Acknowledgements  
Leslie thanked John Brower, Sheila Knutsen, and Laurel Sercombe for hosting the meeting this year at 
the Seattle Public Library, and the tour they gave our Chapter, Cathy Gerhart and family for inviting 
everyone to dinner at her home in Seattle, and Jasen Emmons for the tour of the Experience Music 
Project. Next year’s meeting will be held in Berkeley, CA, as a joint meeting with California MLA chapters, 
with more information forthcoming as details are available. Thank you to new chapter member Paul 
Jackson, who gave copies of Pioneers in Brass CD-ROM to members of the chapter. 
 
12. Adjournment.  The chapter meeting was adjourned at 1 PM Saturday, April 24th, 2005.  
 
Beverly B. Stafford, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Seattle Public Library 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
October, 2005 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Beverly B. Stafford, Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Income: 
 
  Memberships: (24 memberships X $10.00): $240.00 
  Meeting Registrations: (18 registrations X $10.00) $180.00 
  Dinner Registrations: (21 members/guests X $15.00) $315.00 
  MLA 2005 Conference Reimbursement (Terry Horner):   $568.87 
 
  Total Income:   $1301.87 
 
Expenses: 
 
  PNW Annual Meeting Expenses: 
    Photocopy of materials for meeting (Stafford):   $4.80 
    Refreshments Friday/Saturday (Knudsen/Brower):   $177.74 
    Honorarium (Jason Emmons, Experience Music Project) $100.00 
    Dinner (Gerhart): (15.00 X 21 members/guests)   $315.00 
   
    Sub-total Annual Meeting Expenses:   $597.54 
        
  Other Expenses: 
   Reimbursement for Chocolate MLA 2005 (Bennett): $48.15 
   Bank checks: $8.00 
   Ballot photocopy and mailing expenses June, 2005 (Stafford) $26.69 
   Misc. Bank fees:  $14.00 
     
  Sub-total: Other Expenses:   $96.84 
 
  Total Expenses:  $694.38 
 
Balance in the account September 30, 2005:  $1808.90 
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Collected Editions & Monuments of Music 
A Report on the Proposed Project for the PNW/MLA- with thoughts about its 

purpose 

 
What have we done so far? 
 
Last PNW/MLA meeting, we agreed as a chapter to undertake a listing of our holdings for our collected 
editions/monuments of music (in general, M2's and M3's, with a few M1's thrown in for weird cataloging!). 
The arrangement was that Leslie Bennett would organize Oregon, Marian Ritter would do the west side of 
the Cascades in Washington, and Paula Elliot would do the east side of the Cascades in Washington 
(and perhaps drop into Idaho?) 
 
Unfortunately, nothing was done, other some disagreement about why we were doing this-and why we 
couldn't just consult SUMMIT (the Orbis/Cascade Alliance catalog.)  I (Leslie) did pull together a list of 
what current subscriptions the UO has for M2/s and M3/s-but this report is it for now. 
 
Therefore, here is the reiteration of the proposal, in the hopes that it will assure us that this is a 
worthwhile project-and that it will be done!  There are larger implications than just a handy list to consult 
for us- including budgetary considerations, and cooperative purchasing. 

 
Why do we need the Collected Editions/Monuments of Music (CEMM) list in the Northwest? 
 
 With budgets sinking faster than we can control them, and collected editions and monuments of music 
rising in price, even the richest university or public library can't afford to get all the sets that a good music 
library should own. 
 
 Collected editions and monuments of music are the backbone of a good performance scholar's library-
and the mark of a well-stocked university or public library. They traditionally don't circulate (apart from 
exceptions), so aren't traditionally part of the Interlibrary Loan process. 
 
 Our libraries are far enough apart that we don't want to be sending students and faculty blindly to each 
other's libraries to look at resources we don't own without assuring that the full set (or whatever has 
already been published) is there at the library. 
 
 We also need to think about future uses for the list, including cooperative purchasing and cooperative 
lending, with special lending procedures.  And these may include organizations (such as Multnomah and 
Seattle PL that aren't included in the academic listservs/lending apparatus.) 
 
What are our options for future purchasing of collected editions? 
 
 1. Don't buy them-and future musicians will not know why these are important-nor will they be able to 
study the newest composers' works in their original editions (composers such as Cage, Weill, Stravinsky, 
etc.) 
 
 2. Buy them sparingly- which is what many of us do now- and live with the fact that many of our 
university students, in particular, will have limited access to resources-and only if they travel to other 
libraries, if their library doesn't own the particular set. 
 
 3. Buy them sparingly-and develop a system to lend the items in a responsible manner to maintain the 
collections for everybody to use. (The Orbis/Cascade Alliance and Interlibrary Loan are logical facilitators 
for these resources, as long as we can specify that these be used in the borrower's library, as we would in 
our libraries.) 
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 4. Purchase those large sets that we deem important for scholarship in consortiums, such as the 
Orbis/Cascade Alliance or, if the libraries are members, the Center for Research Libraries, which do allow 
member institutions to nominate collected editions for purchase, as long as they are a large purchase (no 
problem!)  Along with this, provide a controlled loan process for the sets. 
 
Suggestions for methodology: 
 
 1. Work from a common list.    
 
  For in-print editions, the Otto Harrassowitz Collected Editions list is by far the most complete (with 
the exception of listings of North American sets, such as the Recent Researches, and the  
University editions (such as the Verdi and the Rossini) that may not be carried by them.)  It also lists 
which current subscriptions are in progress, which is helpful for determining whether a volume has been 
published or not. 
 
  Supplementary collections can be gleaned from the A/R catalog and the American Institute of 
Musicology catalog. 
 
 2. Devise a grid system in a transferable medium (or loaded on the web page) that lists the resources 
with the member libraries holdings. 
 
 Beginning with an alphabetical list of the collected editions, have spaces for each library's yes or no on 
holdings-and a place to note incomplete holdings. 
 
 Suggestion: Loading it on our Directory of Music Collections in the Northwest page  so that it's 
available for all scholars who consult it. 
 
 3. Rather than parcel out the work to a few, have everybody fill in the blanks when the basic template 
is developed. 
 
 That way, we're all working from our technical screen versions of the catalogs, which may hold more 
accurate assessment of our holdings. (That's certainly true of the UO's collection.) 
 
 This means everybody needs to agree to do this (analogous to our Directory of Music Collections in 
the Northwest page.) 
 
Where do we go from here?   Get all of your approval to restructure the project this way-and I will 
compose the basic template to use. 
 
(Copies of the Harrassowitz web site and the UO list of current subscriptions are available for perusal.) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leslie Bennett 
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Call for nominations 

 
 
Anna Seaberg (chair) and John Brower have 
agreed to be on the Nominating Committee for 
next year.  The position of  Vice Chair/Chair 
Elect will have to be filled.  Please contact Anna 
aseaberg@kcls.org or John jbrower@spl.org  by 
Feb. 1st, 2006 if you would like to nominate 
someone for this position. 
 

 
Left Coast Meeting: 

 
The PNW/MLA Chapter will be joining their 
colleagues from the West Coast in Berkeley, CA 
on April 28th and 29th, 2006. John Roberts and 
Jason Gibbs are our hosts and will send along 
local arrangements information in a timely 
manner.  Betty Woerner, Paula Elliot and Leslie 
Bennett will be the three program people from 
the PNW/MLA, along with Jason Gibbs and 
Laura Moody from the Northern California 
Chapter and Ken Calkins and Eunice Schroeder 
from the Southern California Chapter.   
 
More information about the meeting will be 
announced on the PNW/MLA web site, including 
a call for papers to be presented at the meeting. 
 
Save those dates and join us for a wild time!  
April 28 & 29th, 2006 in Berkeley, CA. 
 

 
 
Laurel Sercombe at the display of Beatle’s fan club 
memorabilia at the Experience Music Project in 
Seattle. 

 
 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
 

Paula Elliot 
 
Washington State University Libraries are in 
transition once again, with the loss of our 
Director, Ginny Steel, who has moved on to UC 
Santa Cruz. There's a search underway, and 
recommendations would be welcome.  In music 
services, we've acquired the Naxos Music 
Library, which seems to be appreciated all over 
campus. For the first time ever, an inventory of 
the score collection has been completed, 
enabling me to replace numerous missing items 
and make a case for better security in the music 
department's listening room, where the Libraries' 
scores are kept. We've also begun to catalog the 
sound recordings owned by the music 
department, a collection separate from the 
Libraries'. This will be a very long-term 
undertaking, and we're hoping to raise some 
external funding to move things along.  I'm 
grateful to our Special Collections division for 
agreeing to purchase and store several music 
facsimile editions, including the Squarcialupi 
Codex and the Beethoven 5th manuscript. At an 
institution with few old music treasures, these 
facsimiles really contribute to students' research 
experiences. Concerning the treasures we do 
have, students have been finding the 
Moldenhauer Archive of more interest lately, 
performing some of the 20th-century manuscript 
items housed here. 
 
This Fall, we celebrated 10 years of weekly 
Friday concerts in our Atrium Music Series. On 
Friday, January 27th, I'm hoping to pull off a 
marathon "Atrium Mozart" concert for his 250th 
birthday celebration. On a personal note, I 
joyously participated in the Tallis Scholars 
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Summer School in Seattle, which was my idea 
of a very good time!   
 

Laurel Sercombe 
 
The University of Washington was honored this 
year by Upper Skagit elder Vi Hilbert, who 
deposited the contents of her research archive 
(the product of 40 years' work on Lushootseed 
language and culture revitalization), in two 
university collections. Her 2000-plus audio and 
video recordings have come to the 
Ethnomusicology Archives, and her papers have 
gone to Special Collections in the UW Libraries. 
 
In September I had the pleasure of participating 
in the second "Breath of Life" workshop, 
organized by linguist Alice Taff to bring local 
Native language teachers to the UW campus for 
a week's exploration of relevant library and 
archival resources. We took this opportunity to 
bring Vi Hilbert, now 87, to the campus for a 
formal acknowledgement of her gift. 
 
I'm starting to plan for "Sound Archiving in 
Ethnomusicology," a graduate-level course I'll 
teach next spring quarter. I'm hoping to attract 
students from the Information School as well as 
Ethnomusicology. The last time I taught the 
course (1998), we had so much fun, it was hard 
to believe the subject was sound archiving! 
 
I've somehow ended up as co-chair for local 
arrangements for the annual conference of the 
Association of Recorded Sound Collections 
(ARSC) scheduled to meet in Seattle May 17-
20, 2006. I'll be sending chapter members info 
about the meeting once the program is set - 
there may be sessions of interest to many of us. 
Chapter members Deb Pierce, Paul Jackson, 
and John Gibbs are also involved with local 
arrangements, and we welcome additional help! 
 

Terry Horner 
 

My thanks as well for all the help in putting on a 
great MLA conference here in Vancouver.  It will 
be one that will always be remembered, I am 
sure! 
 
I inch my way to completion of the BC Sheet 
Music Project.  I did manage to find two of the 
missing pieces which I have now added.  I am 
still awaiting copyright clearance on the 
remaining pieces I want to add.  That should 
happen early next year.  Next Friday I will be 

speaking about the project at the ARLIS PNW 
Chapter meeting which is being held here in 
Vancouver.  I also have a report on the project 
coming out in the November issue of the CAML 
Review. 
 
We have now completed cataloguing the John 
Brockington donation of over 600 DVDs and 
VHS tapes as well as over 2,100 CDs of 
soundtracks, Broadway shows and opera.  
Amongst the collection is a great number  of film 
music CDs by renowned composers Korngold, 
Rosza, Herrmann and others. 
 
I spent three weeks in Ontario this summer and 
attended a high school reunion celebrating the 
50th anniversary of the building of Port Hope 
High School.  Great fun was had by all!  I expect 
to return to Ontario again next summer to attend 
CAML and CLA and another reunion, that of my 
graduation from Dalhousie. 
 
Next year marks the 25th year of the PNW MLA 
Newsletter.  Do you have any ideas for an 
anniversary issue? 
 

Cathy Gerhart 
 
2005 was a busy year for me. UW Libraries 
purchased and wanted cataloged record 
numbers of music and media titles, especially 
music and media in international studies. This 
year I cataloged materials in numerous 
languages including Arabic, Chinese, Czech, 
Estonian, Finnish, Georgian, Hindi, Indonesian, 
Japanese, Korean, Latvian, Lithuanian, Persian, 
Slovenian, and Thai. Luckily there are many 
people in Seattle that speak all these language 
to enlist help from. Of course, there were lots of 
the normal scores and books in Western 
languages to do as well.   
 
I did quite a bit of playing music this year in the 
Seattle Symphonic Band and the Chinook Winds 
double wind quintet.  I had my debut in an 
orchestra on piccolo when I was chosen to 
perform in the final concert of the Mahler 
Festival held every summer in Seattle. The 
piece I played piccolo on was Copland’s El 
Salon Mexico.  I also got to play in the pit 
orchestra of one of the local amateur theatre 
companies who did Fiddler on the Roof.  For the 
third year I attended the annual Midsummer 
Musical Retreat, a music camp for adults in 
Walla Walla at Whitman College.   
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When not working or playing, I began writing an 
annotated bibliography of double wind quintet 
music.  So far I’ve found about 265 pieces of 
music for 2fl, 2ob, 2cl, 2bn, 2hr (with normally 
doublings allowed).  I’ve put it on the Web site 
even though I’ve only finished about 70% of the 
annotations.  If you’d like to take a look at it, the 
address is: 
http://faculty.washington.edu/gerhart/dwqbibliogr
aphy/  or, if you do a Google search on 
bibliography and double wind quintet, it comes 
right up.  I’ve had an amazing time contacting 
composers from all over the world about their 
compositions and am including the stories that 
go along with the pieces in the bibliography. For 
instance, read about Roger North’s dwq.  I 
would welcome any comments that more 
experiences researchers might be willing to give 
since this is my first shot at anything like this.  I 
want it to be a useful site for anyone in a decet 
as well as anyone interested in the composers 
of wind music, plus I’d like to document some of 
the stories behind the works themselves.  
Needless to say, I’ll be writing more critical 
reviews of the pieces that I’ve purchased and 
that my group is playing, but that’s still to come. 
 
At home, things are looking up. Colin’s heart 
surgery went well and he’s starting out strong on 
his sophomore year at high school.  Julian is 
back at Evergreen for his sophomore year.  Our 
Mongolian exchange student, Tuvshin, has 
returned to Mongolia after spending 9 months 
living with us and challenging us.  Undaunted, 
I’m hosting an English 18 year girl for 3 months 
as she does a volunteer internship at the 
Applied Physics Lab here at UW.  After a week 
it’s a resounding success.  Ned is very happy 
now that the company he works for has moved 
to our side of the lake and cut his commute from 
over 30 minutes each way to under 10 min.   
 

Betty Woerner 
 

It has been a really eventful year at Reed 
College.  Following last year’s major 
renovations, we now have two computer labs in 
my area, which has made life somewhat 
interesting.  This fall, classes using the labs 
were disrupted for three weeks as phantom IP 
address problems made it impossible to log in to 
various computers, which then seemingly fixed 
themselves.  After frustrating and harrowing 
trouble-shooting during classes, it turned out to 
be a large-scale equipment failure of a campus 
network router.  Anyway, with the replacement 

of the router and the installation of an additional 
DHCP server in the library, the problems seem 
to be fixed.   
 
The next problem to crop up was that it turns out 
the larger lab has been a resounding success, to 
the extent that faculty are fighting over who gets 
to use it on any given day.  It’s amazing how the 
words “two days’ notice” fail to be understood by 
highly-educated teaching personnel.  By now, 
most have backed down and life is 
comparatively normal. 
 
This summer, we scored a large gift when Bryn 
Mawr and Haverford combined their music 
libraries—boxes and boxes of collected works 
and monumental sets, which have just been 
cataloged and shelved.  Shelving in the scores 
section is now getting pretty tight, so I am 
adjusting our ten-year expansion plan to 
accommodate moving some of the performing 
editions out into the general stacks.  In addition 
to these sets, we also inherited many of 
Multnomah County’s discarded scores, which 
have turned out to include some treasures for 
us. 

 

On the home front, my daughter has settled (for 
good I hope) in Bend OR, where she is now a 
public defender.  She and her partner bought a 
house in Sisters, so I hope they’re here for the 
long haul.  Now if I could just get my son 
closer—he and his fiancée are in Tucson, where 
they bought a house.  I would love to persuade 
him to leave the scorpions, tarantulas, black 
widows, and rattlesnakes and come back to the 
land of rain and green. 

 

I hope to see you all at our Left-Coast meeting 
this spring.  It should be a very fun meeting. 

 

Kirsten Walsh 
 
The MLA meeting in Vancouver would not have 
been such a great success without the hard 
work and generous help of so many chapter 
members.  Thanks again, everyone! 
 
Most notable among the gifts received in our 
Music Library this year was a large collection of 
videos, DVDs and CDs of musical theatre & 
opera.  The re-built north wing of our Main 
Library re-opened in late summer as Phase One 
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of the Irving K. Barber Learning Centre, 
complete with a huge automated storage & 
retrieval unit.  The latter houses our bound 
Music journals.  Retrieval is done via the online 
public catalogue, and takes just a couple of 
minutes, less time than it takes for the patron to 
walk over to the Barber Learning Centre. 
 
The Music Library was allocated funding for new 
chairs, study tables & carrels, and a new 
circulation desk this year, which should make 
the library look much better, although it won’t 
alleviate our over-crowding. 
 
In April I flew to Bloomington, IN for my daughter 
Eileen’s graduation recital (MMus in clarinet).  
This spring and summer I was at home for 4 
months, recovering from hip replacement 
surgery, and returned to work mid-September.  
I’m not exactly ready to run races, but am feeling 
much better.  My most recent accomplishment is 
being able to get out on my bike again! 
 
My next project will be planning a wedding next 
summer with Eileen, who is marrying her long-
time boyfriend.  Apparently the key ingredients 
are to be chocolate and good music! 
 

Leslie Bennett 
 
Because I didn't contribute to our personal 
diaries in last year's newsletter, and because I 
need to set a good example, here's this year's 
news from the membership from me. 
 
I'm busy!  I've agreed to be the project manager 
for an ALA-granted Jewish Reading Series, 
which consists of  a book club that discusses 
five books with the theme "Between Two 
Worlds: Stories of Estrangement and 
Homecoming."  The books include ones by Saul 
Bellow, Eva Hoffman, Andre Aciman, Moacyr 
Scliar, and Allegra Goodman. We have a Jewish 
literature scholar who will run the sessions, and 
I'll coordinate the publicity, including an opening 
reception that (I hope) will feature some klezmer 
music and some good food to encourage the 
University community to participate.  I go down 
to be ALA-trained in November, with the 
programs beginning in the Spring. 
 
Our library is also embarking on a number of 
initiatives suggested by the staff, and I am 
chairing a timely one entitled the Digital Audio 
Initiative.  The UO Library uses Blackboard (a 
program that allows faculty to put their syllabus, 

readings, and other features on the web.)  We 
are looking at ways of providing streaming audio 
reserves for our huge classes in rock history, 
world music, and a general music course, all of 
which have more than 100 students.  Our pilot 
program will take place in the winter quarter and 
should give us a good indication of how much 
staff time it takes to do this, and how the faculty 
and students view this way of receiving their 
reserve listening.  This is why I've been so active 
in getting us to try the online databases for 
music- and why all of you have been pushed to 
participate!  I hope to share our experience in a 
future PNW/MLA meeting. 
 
Other than those projects, we continue to get 
gifts of compact discs from some of our local 
fans, and our circulating collection (which can be 
borrowed by all of you!) has grown because of 
these gifts. (Anyone for Megadeath? We've got 
it!) 
 

Beverly Stafford 
 
Everything seems rather quiet since the 
conference last February, as far as MLA PNW 
activities go. It would be difficult to match that 
level of activity! I really enjoyed our chapter’s 
contribution to the national MLA activities, and 
all of the work by the Vancouver members. 
 
At Multnomah County Library, where I work, it 
has been a busy year since February, right up to 
the present time. The library converted catalog 
systems to III Millenium, as of September 15th. 
Along with it, the web site was revised for 
design, and we have been revamping all of our 
subject guides. I revised my guide on music 
copyright, and have spent several months 
adding new materials and redesigning the 
Portland Music Remembered web site. As of this 
writing, the Portland Music site is not yet 
available, but I am hoping to have it up again 
soon. We are working on a concert series based 
on the Portland Music site, for 2006. 
 
In the spring, there was an enormous weeding 
project at the Multnomah County Central Library, 
and each of us was asked to discard a 
percentage of the collection. For music scores, 
this amount was 4200 items, which took about a 
month. About 500 of these were pipe organ 
music scores, that went to the local chapter of 
the American Organists Guild Library. I had just 
given a talk to that group based on a 
presentation at MLA the prior year, so had 
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become acquainted with the local chapter 
officers. Many of the other discarded volumes 
were in poor condition, with low use, or 
duplicates of items that I thought we could safely 
discard. 
 
At the meeting of MLA PNW last April we 
discussed online music services: I am still 
hoping that we will be able to conduct trials of 
these online music databases. At Multnomah 
County, we are testing audio books first, and 
then will begin trials of Naxos and the other 
services, particularly if trials can be arranged via 
ORBIS/CASCADE. 
 
As with many others these days, I am 
experimenting with learning about RSS services 
using Newsgator, and have started a blog 
project to keep track of copyright and library 

information. This is not so much to comment on 
library news, but just keep track of interesting 
ideas and news. Also, I have joined a group 
called Copynight, an informal system of 
librarians and people from law, publishing, the 
arts, and elsewhere who are interested in 
changes in copyright law that impact fair use, 
plus other topics. This meets once a month. 
 
In the summer I had a student from Oberlin who 
was a library intern, interested in music. She 
compiled some valuable lists for ordering, of 
new operas, Asian music, recent contemporary 
music, for scores, CDs, and books that I am 
fitting into the ordering process this year. 
 
It was a delight to see everyone in April at the 
Annual Meeting in Seattle, and I hope you are all 
well and enjoying your work and music. 

 

 
 
 

Seattle Public Library ride up the escalator
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Pacific Northwest Chapter Music Library Association 
Membership Renewal Form  

May 2005 to May 2006 
 

Name:      _______________________________________ 
Address:  (please check the box and fill in the section that you prefer for MLA mailings) 
 
❏ Library/Business Address: 

________________________Dept. 
________________________Library/Business Name 
________________________Street Address/PO Box # 
________________________City, State/Province 
________________________Zip/Postal Code Country 
________________________Work Phone 
________________________Work Fax No. 
________________________Email Address 
________________________Web Site (dept/music related)  

                                                                                                                                  
❏ Home Address:    

________________________Street Address 
________________________City, State/Province  
________________________Zip/Postal Code Country 
________________________Home Phone/Fax 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Membership Dues:  $10.00 US funds per year (a receipt will be sent) 
Please mail to: 

Beverly B. Stafford 
Secretary/Treasurer 

MLA Pacific Northwest Chapter 
9331 SW 20th Place 

Portland, OR  97219 USA 

For questions about MLA membership, send a note to me at the address above, 
email: stafford@multcolib.org  

Or phone: work: (503) 988-5728    home: (503) 246-6100 
 
*****Thank you for your support of the PNW Chapter of the Music Library Association***** 

 
The MLA membership form is available from the MLA web site under “Join MLA” 
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The Newsletter of the Pacific Northwest Chapter of the Music Library Association is published annually in the fall.  Send 
contributions for inclusion in the Newsletter to: Terry Horner, UBC, Music Library, Music Building, 6361 Memorial Road, 
Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6T 1Z2.  E-mail: thorner@interchange.ubc.ca, Fax: 604-822-1966 


