
 
 
Vol. XXV Fall 2006 
 

 PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Volume XXV Fall 2006 
 

Special Anniversary Issue! 
 

 
In this issue 
 
 
Words from the chair    p.1 
 
News from the editor    p.2 
 
West Coast Conference       p.4 
 
Minutes from annual business 
meeting      p.5 
 
Collected Editions & Monuments of 
Music: A Report on the Proposed 
Project for the PNW/MLA- with 
thoughts about its purpose   p. 8 
 
Call for nominations     p.10 
 
Treasurer’s report     p.11 
 
News from the membership   p.12 
(including thoughts of the  
past 25 years) 
 
 
 

 
WORDS FROM THE CHAIR  

 
Well, the months have rolled around again, and 
here we are at another fall.  At Reed, as I am 
sure is also true everywhere else, we are 
encountering both new and old problems, all 
requiring sorting out and making sure systems 
and infrastructure are working correctly.  
Somehow it seems that no matter how long the 
summer is, and however many projects we did 
to fix whatever was wrong last year, the real 
problems never surface until all students and 
faculty are on board and we are under full sail.  
We require the crush test, it seems.  Anyway, it’s 
good to be under way again and to see students 
and faculty back at work. 
 
It was wonderful to see those of you who made 
the trek down to the Bay area for our first Left-
Coast meeting.  We had lots of great sessions, 
which included a tour of UC Berkeley’s nearly 
new music library (Wow! Empty shelves!) and a 
presentation from our own Cathy Gerhart on 
music for double wind quintet.  We also had fun 
figuring out the BART as we traveled downtown 
to SFPL and the San Francisco Performing Arts 
Library and Museum.  I want to thank John 
Roberts and Jason Gibbs for hosting us, and the 
rest of the program committee for putting 
together such interesting sessions.  And thanks 
to Ray Heigemeir for hosting the party at his 
spectacular San Francisco house.  In several 
years, it would be wonderful to invite the two 
California chapters to the Northwest for 
reciprocal hospitality. 
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I hope to see all of you in Eugene for this year’s 
chapter meeting.  Terry is pulling together a 
program which will touch on outsourcing.  
Considering my impending retirement from 
Reed, this is certainly a topic of interest to me!  If 
any of you have an experience or interest in 
outsourcing, please contact Terry--you may find 
yourself on a panel!  And if you have any other 
topics which you would like to present or air, 
please also contact Terry. 
 
As ever, we need people to run for chapter 
office, and also to serve on the nominating 
committee.  Please consider running for office or 
serving on the committee--we are a very small 
chapter and as such the recruitment pool is very 
small.  If you would check on the chapter 
website under Chapter History, you will find a list 
of all who have served as chapter officers.  If 
your name isn’t there, volunteer!  We will all be 
most grateful to you. 
 
Have a great year, and I hope to see you in 
Pittsburgh and Eugene. 
 

News from the Editor 
 

It is with great pleasure I 
bring you this 25th newsletter 
of the Pacific Northwest 
chapter of the Music Library 
Association.  Having read all 
past issues of the newsletter 
I am in awe of the many 
accomplishment of so many 
gifted members of this 
chapter. Things have 
changed drastically over the 

past 25 years due to technology, we have seen 
the construction of new buildings, libraries 
receiving unique collections, etc.   
 
Since this is the 25th newsletter, I thought it 
would be a good time to redesign the newsletter 
and add a bit of color.  The graphics used in this 
issue are all from previous newsletters. 
 
The following are some highlights and humorous 
bits of the chapter over the past 25 years. 
 
1982 was the first year of the newsletter.  
Sandra Bebet was chair, Laurel Sercombe was 
vice chair and Eldo Neufeld was 

secretary/treasurer.  Eldo produced the first 
newsletter and Christine Luedeking created the 
masthead.  Dues were only $4.00, the chapter 
met that year in Eugene, Oregon and the dinner 
was hosted by Chris Olson “in the crisp, clear 
Pacific Northwest outdoor environment”.   
 
 
Technology over the past 25 years has certainly 
frustrated, amazed and changed everyone’s 
lives forever.  In 1986, Laurel Sercombe 
announced with regard to computers:  “I have 
transcended impatience and frustration, 
eschewed a state of oneness with my hard disk 
drive, fully realizing that time and eternity merge 
on the plane of the cosmic byte; the struggle is 
over.”  In 1989, Seattle Pacific University didn’t 
“foresee an online catalog satisfactorily handling 
music scores and sound recordings for awhile”. 
 
In 1983, John Gibbs, Asst. Music Librarian, 
University of Washington, made the 
announcement the “The Listening Center has 
acquired … a Sony CDP-101 Compact Digital 
Disc Player and about 22 discs (4 ¾” 
diameter)… There’s no question that the 
compact disc is here to stay.”  
 
In 1984, the Chapter began its first major 
cooperative project in undertaking to produce a 
directory of music resources in the Northwestern 
U.S. and Western Canada.  In 1987 Eldo 
reported that the Music Library at UBC is “about 
ready to begin hanging shelves from the ceiling”.  
Nothing has changed in 20 years! 
 
Another ongoing concern is Multnomah County 
Library, which in 1990 shifted from a private 
Board to County civil service and underwent job 
classification.  Property tax limitations would cut 
staff and hours and a librarian’s MLS was not 
acknowledged because it wasn’t required by 
law! 
 
John Gibbs and Rebecca Littman set up the 
listserv in 1993. 1994 marked the 25th 
anniversary of the Chapter.  That year, David 
Wood and Marian Ritter were presented with 
tokens of gratitude and esteem for their part in 
establishing the Chapter. 
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In 1995, Elaine Weeks took over as newsletter 
editor and in 1997 expressed joy in being able to 
“now cut and paste with the best of you.” 
 
The Chapter has hosted the national MLA 
conference three times over the last 25 years – 
Eugene (1987), Seattle (1996) and Vancouver, 
B.C. (2005) It looks like every nine years we 

host a national conference which would make 
the next one in 2014.  Who will host then?  
Where will we all be? 
 
 
Terry Horner 
Chapter newsletter editor 
 

 

 
 

MLA in Memphis 2006 
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West Coast Conference 
April 28 and 29, 2006 

San Francisco and Berkeley, CA 
Betty Woerner, Chair 

 

 
 

(Laura Horwitz photo) 
 

The first joint West Coast Music Library Conference was held this year in San Francisco and Berkeley, 
California. The meeting had been planned for several years by the three “left” coast chapters:  Southern 
California, Northern California and Pacific Northwest. Approximately fifty music librarians and library 
school students attended, seven from the PNW chapter.  
 
The meeting was hosted by Jason Gibbs and John Roberts, at SFPL and UC Berkeley, respectively.  The 
weather stayed lovely and it was really fun to meet with our southern colleagues.   
 
Friday’s sessions were at San Francisco Public Library. The first presentation was by Penelope Houston, 
a SFPL staff member and free-lance musician, who shared with us some methods of promoting and 
making money from one’s own recordings without having a major record contract.  Lindsay Hansen, 
library school student at UCLA, then spoke about her internship cataloguing the archives of the Wende 
Cold War Museum in Los Angeles.  We then walked over to the San Francisco Performing Arts Library 
and Museum for a tour. The museum houses the archives of Bay area-based performing arts 
organizations, such as the San Francisco Ballet and San Francisco Symphony.  After lunch, Nan Bostick 
gave a presentation on Charles N. Daniels, a songwriter and publisher in early San Francisco. Friday’s 
last presentation was by Richie Unterberger, a Bay Area author of several books on rock music. He spoke 
on underground audio and video recordings of many performers from the 1960’s, including Bob Dylan, 
Pink Floyd and the Beatles.  Afterward, there was a tour of the San Francisco Public Library’s main 
building. 
 
Then we braved the BART system to travel to Stanford librarian Ray Heigemeir’s home in San Francisco 
for a lovely wine and cheese reception. We were asked to bring local goodies for the benefit of all, which 
proved to be a great way of involving everyone in the process. 
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Saturday’s sessions were at the new music library at the University of California, Berkeley. Since there 
were three MLA chapters present, we first had breakout sessions for chapter meetings.  Our 2006/2007 
chapter officers are Betty Woerner, Chair, Terry Horner, Vice Chair/Chair-elect., Leslie Bennett, Past 
Chair, and Beverly Stafford, Secretary/treasurer.  Terry Horner continues as newsletter editor.  We 
decided that repeating the joint meeting experience in four years would be a good idea, and hope to host 
this meeting in the Northwest. 
 
After the business meeting, we had a presentation by Cathy Gerhard on her online bibliography of music 
for double wind quintet.  Cathy shared the process of tracking down and cataloging about 300 works for 
the database. 
 
After lunch, John Roberts took us on an extensive tour on the almost brand new music library at UC 
Berkeley.  Then, the final presentation was by Tom Bickley of California State University East Bay on 
Cornelius Cardew, Pauline Oliveros, experimental music in general and his own group the Cardew Choir.  
 

Minutes from Annual Meeting, April 28, 2006 
Beverly B. Stafford, Secretary/Treasurer  

 
The annual business meeting of the MLA PNW Chapter was held in Berkeley, California in the University 
of California Berkeley Music Library, at the joint meeting of West Coast Chapters. 
 
Members present: Leslie Bennett, Paula Elliot, Cathy Gerhart, Laurel Sercombe, Beverly Stafford, Judy 
Tsou, Betty Woerner 
 
Agenda  

 
1. Welcome by Leslie Bennett, Chair. 
2. Adoption of the agenda. 
3. Approval of April 23, 2005 minutes.  
4. Business arising from the minutes. 
5. Financial Report by Beverly Stafford, Secretary Treasurer 
6. President’s Report. 

a. Chapter officers’ info from national MLA 
b. Other 

7. Housekeeping:  
a. Directory of PNW Music Libraries (Cathy Gerhart) 
b. MLA web site 
         1. Meeting list  
         2. Information about the listserv 
         3. Other? 

8. Discussion: Future Left-Coast meetings  
9. Discussion: Virtual music reference – where is everybody with this and what do we as a 

chapter want to contribute to this discussion? (Beverly Stafford) 
10. Other Discussion 
11. Election results. 
12. PNW/MLA Membership and Personnel matters: 

Issues: John’s retirement (to 40%); Newsletter; Listserv proctorship 
13. Collected Editions project 
14. ORBIS/CASCADE (Leslie (Questions? Comments?) 
15. Next year’s meeting place and time (CAML Meeting May 26th-June 3rd) 
16. Acknowledgements 
17. Announcement of New Chapter Chair (Betty Woerner) 
18. Adjournment 
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1. Welcome.  
Leslie Bennett welcomed members present at the annual meeting. 
 
2. Adoption of the Agenda.  
The agenda for the meeting was accepted by members present with no additions or changes. 
 
3. Minutes:  
The minutes from the April 2004 meeting were reviewed by members present.  
Corrections:  
   1. Laurel corrected name spellings in the list of members present at the 2005 Business meeting: 
   Anna Seaberg – Seaburg 
   Marion Schichilone – Marian 
   Marion Ritter – Marian  
   (NB to members above: Marian Ritter’s name is the only one that is incorrect according to the directory; 
   please send any other corrections to Beverly for the directory) 
   2. Sheila Knutsen: requested we add missing acknowledgements of profuse thanks to Terry and Kirsten   
   for the terrific job they did presenting MLA in Vancouver. 
Laurel moved that we accept the minutes with these spelling corrections and 1 addition from Sheila 
Knutsen. Members present then approved the 2005 business meeting minutes with the above changes. 
 
4. Business arising from the minutes. 
There was no further business arising from the minutes. 
 
5. Financial Report:  
Beverly Stafford presented a financial report of the MLA PNW accounts.  The treasurer’s report was 
distributed to members present for review. B. Stafford reported that this year’s 2006 meeting had the least 
cost for expenditures than prior meetings since we did not have the costs of a chapter dinner or 
honorariums to speakers. Total registration received by PNW members for the 2006 meeting was $140. 
Memberships received by the time the Treasurer’s report was prepared: $50.00.  Beverly Stafford 
reported that the totals for expenditures in the account were off by $30.00 from the amount reported at the 
last year’s totals at this time, and expressed profuse apologies and frustration over this. Paula Elliott 
moved that we account for this as miscellaneous expenses in mailing and postage. This was seconded by 
Betty Woerner and approved by all members present. The Treasurer’s report was then approved by 
members with these changes.  
 
6. Chapter Chair’s report:  
 
a. Best of Chapters for MLA 2007: 
Leslie Bennett acknowledged all the excellent work of Terry Horner and his digital collection of British 
Columbia Sheet Music, that we submitted for the Best of Chapters competition for MLA 2006 and MLA 
2005. She reminded the PNWMLA members that it is time to sponsor a project for this year’s Best of 
Chapters competition. Leslie proposed that we consider Cathy Gerhart’s bibliography of Double Wind 
Quintets as an application for Best of Chapters 2007, presented at this year’s West Coast Chapters 
meeting. There was discussion of this proposal but no further decisions were made during the business 
meeting. 
 
b. Other 
 
1) MLA Conference 2006 Chapters Breakfast Meeting:  
Leslie Bennett gave a short report of meetings she attended at the MLA Conference in Memphis, Feb. 
2006, as chair of our chapter. She mentioned that Betty Woerner, as incoming Chair, will be representing 
the PNW Chapter at next year’s MLA and requested that Betty send her email address/contact info to the 
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MLA officers for planning next year’s meeting. (NB:This was on the National MLA site at one point, I wrote 
to the web editor to check current policy – BBS May 12, 2006. Result by return email from Amy 
Dankowski: they are not maintaining this separate list on the web site currently). 
 
2) Chapter Grants 
Leslie requested input about grants available to MLA Chapters, for the purpose of sponsoring a library 
school student to the national MLA conference. It was agreed that a student we nominate should be a 
member of the PNWMLA Chapter, and that we would request $1000 for this competitive grant, to assist a 
student from our region with conference travel fees. All present at the meeting agreed that our chapter 
should apply for this grant; followed by an official vote approved by all members present. Betty Woerner 
will apply for the grant on behalf of our chapter as president for 2006/2007.  
 
7. Housekeeping:  
 
a. Directory of PNW Music Libraries (Cathy Gerhart) 
Cathy Gerhart received replies from 2/3rds of the libraries in the directory (75 libraries). She is tracking 
the date updated for each library, and will be contacting libraries by phone that she has not heard from.  
Statistics: 2005 full year: 1404 web pages visited total: 521 Washington; 336 BC; 124 Oregon; 101 Alaska 
Subject index: 58 times visited; Institution Index: 58 times visited. 
b. MLA web site 
Leslie asked that we add info about the PNW Chapter linked on the national MLA site: specifically how to 
subscribe to the listserv, read listserv archives, and info about our annual meeting dates and locations. 
Beverly will send this info to John Gibbs to add to the Chapter web site. 
c. Chapter gifts to MLA National 
Leslie requested we as a chapter consider sending donations to the Freeman or RILM gift accounts, 
based upon individual donations from our chapter members that we send collectively to MLA. This was 
followed by discussion of ways to raise money among us. Betty Woerner offered to send out info to the 
chapter requesting donations from each of us for this purpose. Judy Tsou reported that she is involved 
with these committees, since she established the Freeman Fund initially.  
 
8. Discussion: Future West Coast MLA group meetings  
Leslie requested input about future West Coast meetings, similar to this year’s joint meeting of chapters. 
Judy Tsou suggested that we could plan a similar meeting once every 4 years, to coincide with the 
meeting of the Northern and Southern Chapters at 2-year intervals. It was agreed that we could host one 
of these meetings so that more of our own members could attend. Consensus from the group present was 
that these meetings are very positive and good for communication among librarians from the 3 chapters. 
Judy suggested that we continue the Left Coast Mixer event at the MLA national conference to facilitate 
discussion for planning future events, and recommend that we host a future meeting in the Pacific NW.  
 
Leslie said that she would send Betty the info to request the Left Coast Mixer event for the MLA 2007 
program. 
 
9. Discussion: Virtual music reference  
Beverly asked if any of the music librarians present are helping provide the digital reference service for 
music questions. None at the meeting are actively involved with L-Net referrals other than Beverly, who is 
in the regular rotation of VR shifts at Multnomah County Library. Some of the libraries are considering IM 
as an alternative service for their students. No further discussion followed. 
 
10. Other Discussion  
No further discussion. 
 
11. Election Results 
Beverly Stafford, Secretary/Treasurer, reported that Terry Horner was elected as the incoming Chair 
Elect, by unanimous vote of Chapter members, effective 2007/2008. Leslie thanked Terry for all of his 
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contributions to the chapter. 
 
12. PNW/MLA Membership and Personnel matters 
Issues: John’s retirement (to 40%); Newsletter; Listserv proctorship 
Terry Horner will continue as editor of the PNWMLA Newsletter, and is planning a special issue of the 
newsletter for 2006 as it is the 25th issue. 
 
There was discussion about the web site management, since John is retiring to 40%; Beverly 
expressed an interest in this job at some future time if John’s work becomes overfull for this project. 
The listserv can continue through the University of Washington as it is currently administered, by John 
and Laurel.  
 
13. Collected Editions project  
Leslie requested comments about the Collected Editions Project (see report below); she said that she 
would continue to work on this project; Beverly offered to assist. 
 
14. ORBIS/CASCADE 
Leslie reported that the listserv set up for ORBIS/CASCADE music interests isn’t used as anticipated, 
and that we don’t need to continue it. 
 
15. Next year’s meeting place and time (CAML Meeting May 26th-June 3rd) 
Leslie offered to host next year’s PNWMLA meeting in Eugene, and will write to Terry Horner, who as 
Chair-Elect, plans the chapter meeting. There was further discussion about meeting in Victoria in 
2008. 
 
16. Acknowledgements 
Leslie thanked everyone for planning this year’s joint chapter meeting. 
 
17. Announcement of New Chapter Chair 
Leslie then turned the meeting over to Betty Woerner, incoming Chapter Chair. Betty thanked everyone 
for coming to the meeting and said that she was delighted to represent our Chapter as Chair. 
 
18. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned by Betty Woerner.  
 

Collected Editions & Monuments of Music  
A Report on the Proposed Project for the PNWMLA – With Thoughts 

About its Purpose 
Leslie Bennett 

 
What have we done so far? 
 
Last PNW/MLA meeting, we agreed as a chapter to undertake a listing of our holdings for our collected 
editions/monuments of music (in general, M2's and M3's, with a few M1's thrown in for weird cataloging!). 
The arrangement was that Leslie Bennett would organize Oregon, Marian Ritter would do the west side of 
the Cascades in Washington, and Paula Elliot would do the east side of the Cascades in Washington 
(and perhaps drop into Idaho?) 
 
Unfortunately, nothing was done, other some disagreement about why we were doing this-and why we 
couldn't just consult SUMMIT (the Orbis/Cascade Alliance catalog.)  I (Leslie) did pull together a list of 
what current subscriptions the UO has for M2/s and M3/s-but this report is it for now. 
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Therefore, here is the reiteration of the proposal, in the hopes that it will assure us that this is a worthwhile 
project-and that it will be done!  There are larger implications than just a handy list to consult for us- 
including budgetary considerations, and cooperative purchasing. 

 
Why do we need the Collected Editions/Monuments of Music (CEMM) list in the Northwest? 
 
 With budgets sinking faster than we can control them, and collected editions and monuments of music 
rising in price, even the richest university or public library can't afford to get all the sets that a good music 
library should own. 
 
 Collected editions and monuments of music are the backbone of a good performance scholar's library-
and the mark of a well-stocked university or public library. They traditionally don't circulate (apart from 
exceptions), so aren't traditionally part of the Interlibrary Loan process. 
 
 Our libraries are far enough apart that we don't want to be sending students and faculty blindly to each 
other's libraries to look at resources we don't own without assuring that the full set (or whatever has 
already been published) is there at the library. 
 
 We also need to think about future uses for the list, including cooperative purchasing and cooperative 
lending, with special lending procedures.  And these may include organizations (such as Multnomah and 
Seattle PL that aren't included in the academic listservs/lending apparatus.) 
 
What are our options for future purchasing of collected editions? 
 
 1. Don't buy them-and future musicians will not know why these are important-nor will they be able to 
study the newest composers' works in their original editions (composers such as Cage, Weill, Stravinsky, 
etc.) 
 
 2. Buy them sparingly- which is what many of us do now- and live with the fact that many of our 
university students, in particular, will have limited access to resources-and only if they travel to other 
libraries, if their library doesn't own the particular set. 
 
 3. Buy them sparingly-and develop a system to lend the items in a responsible manner to maintain the 
collections for everybody to use. (The Orbis/Cascade Alliance and Interlibrary Loan are logical facilitators 
for these resources, as long as we can specify that these be used in the borrower's library, as we would in 
our libraries.) 
 
 4. Purchase those large sets that we deem important for scholarship in consortiums, such as the 
Orbis/Cascade Alliance or, if the libraries are members, the Center for Research Libraries, which do allow 
member institutions to nominate collected editions for purchase, as long as they are a large purchase (no 
problem!)  Along with this, provide a controlled loan process for the sets. 
 
Suggestions for methodology: 
 
 1. Work from a common list.    
 
  For in-print editions, the Otto Harrassowitz Collected Editions list is by far the most complete (with 
the exception of listings of North American sets, such as the Recent Researches, and the  
University editions (such as the Verdi and the Rossini) that may not be carried by them.)  It also lists 
which current subscriptions are in progress, which is helpful for determining whether a volume has been 
published or not. 
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  Supplementary collections can be gleaned from the A/R catalog and the American Institute of 
Musicology catalog. 
 
 2. Devise a grid system in a transferable medium (or loaded on the web page) that lists the resources 
with the member libraries holdings. 
 
 Beginning with an alphabetical list of the collected editions, have spaces for each library's yes or no on 
holdings-and a place to note incomplete holdings. 
 
 Suggestion: Loading it on our Directory of Music Collections in the Northwest page so that it's available 
for all scholars who consult it. 
 
 3. Rather than parcel out the work to a few, have everybody fill in the blanks when the basic template 
is developed. 
 
 That way, we're all working from our technical screen versions of the catalogs, which may hold more 
accurate assessment of our holdings. (That's certainly true of the UO's collection.) 
 
 This means everybody needs to agree to do this (analogous to our Directory of Music Collections in 
the Northwest page.) 
 
Where do we go from here?   Get all of your approval to restructure the project this way-and I will 
compose the basic template to use. 
 
(Copies of the Harrassowitz web site and the UO list of current subscriptions are available for perusal.) 
 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 
Cathy Gerhart and Laurel Sercombe have agreed to serve as the Nominating Committee for the 2007 
chapter election.  The positions of Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect and Secretary/Treasurer need to be filled.  
Please contact Cathy -gerhart@u.washington.edu - or Laurel - julius@u.washington.edu - by February 1, 
2007. 
 
if you would like to nominate someone for either or both positions, a summary of officer duties is available 
on the chapter website: http://www.lib.washington.edu/music/pnwmla/handbook.html 
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Treasury Report October, 2006 
Beverly B. Stafford, Secretary/Treasurer  

 
Balance in the account from statement April 30, 2006: $ 1858.90 
 
Income: 
        
MLA Travel Grant                   $ 1000.00 
Memberships received: 27 ($10.00 each membership)        $   270.00 

 
Total Income:          $ 1270.00 

Expenses: 
 

PNW West Coast Meeting Expenses 2006:        
MLA Calif. Chapters: advance for meeting            $  140.00 
Photocopies                     $    40.14 
Sub-total Meeting Expenses:               $  180.14 
 
PNWMLA Chapter Expenses:       
Erin Conor – honorarium MLA               $1000.00   
USPS -certified check to Erin Conor              $      8.30 
Bank fees Analysis Charges                 $    10.00 
Sub-total Chapter Expenses:               $1018.30 
 

Total Expenses:          $1198.44 
 
Balance in the account October 28, 2006           $1930.19 
 
 
Statement itemization: 
April  
Beginning balance $1858.90 
30.00 deposit memberships 
40.41 withdrawal photocopies for meeting 
Ending balance $1848.49 
 
May  
Beginning balance: $1848.49 
180.00 deposit memberships 
2.00 withdrawal bank analysis fee 
Checks paid: 140.00 advance to Calif. Chapter 
for meeting 
Ending balance $1886.49 
 
June 
Beginning balance: $1886.49 
30.00 deposits memberships 
2.00 withdrawal bank analysis fee 
Ending balance $1914.49 
 
 
July: 
Beginning balance $1914.49 

2.00 withdrawal bank analysis fee 
Ending balance: $1912.49 
 
August: 
Beginning balance $1912.49 
1000.00 deposit MLA chapter grant 
1000.00 check paid to Erin Conor 
8.30 postage certified mail to Erin Conor 
Ending balance: $1904.19 
 
September: 
Beginning balance $1904.19 
30.00 deposit memberships 
4.00 withdrawal bank analysis fee 
Ending balance: $1930.19 
  
October: 
Beginning balance: $1904.19 
No transactions/deposits 
Ending balance: $1904.19 
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NEWS FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP  

(with thoughts of the past 25 years) 
 

Betty Woerner 
 
This has been an eventful 
year for us here:  we received 
a large donation of 20th and 
21st-century scores from 
Robert Priest, who was 
formerly affiliated with the 
contemporary music group 
Mazena.  I have cataloged all 

of these, but some of the largest sizes are still 
waiting for binders big enough to fit them.  We 
have also been promised more scores from Mr. 
Priest in the spring.  Coupled with some donated 
scores from composer David Schiff, we have 
greatly expanded our score holdings in this area. 
 
On the home front, my son August and his long-
time sweetie Kelly tied the knot this summer in 
the Bahamas.  Great fun was had by all, which 
was the immediate family plus a couple of old 
college buddies.  The magistrate for the island 
came out to the house and performed a really 
nice ceremony.  I sang, my daughter played and 
sang, we brought the ingredients for the wedding 
cake and the dinner in our suitcases and made it 
all there (food is very expensive and hard to get 
on the island, plus the house was 20 miles 
outside of Freeport).  Each of us arrived with a 
whole suitcase of food for the week, so we had 
some fun group meals at the house and at the 
condo where the more noise-intolerant parental 
units stayed. 
 
On the home and work fronts, I have announced 
my upcoming retirement, currently planned for 
June 30, 2007.  I am trying to write training 
manuals for everything I do, which is not entirely 
easy since my job cuts across all library 
functions and also includes AV services and 
foreign language literacy infrastructure.  The 
library administrator is having a hard time 
coming up with a job description that realistically 
can be advertised, so we are working on 
identifying tasks which can be farmed out to 
other departments.  I am currently planning on 
starting an outsourcing service for music 

cataloging—I don’t know whether this would be 
a viable business, but I figure it’s worth a shot.  
Perhaps Reed College will be a client!  Since 
Terry coincidentally brought this up as a topic for 
discussion at our Spring meeting, I will be 
interested to hear what everyone thinks. 
 
I hope to see you all in Eugene in ’07. 
 

Terry Horner 
 

Having been a chapter member for the past 10 
years and editor of several newsletters, I look 
back at the many great meetings and dinners we 
have had with colleagues.  Brining MLA to our 
fair city is probably the highlight for me of these 
past ten years. 
 
For the past year, one of my library assistants 
and I have been cataloguing the Philip J. 
Thomas Popular Music Collection which will be 
housed in our Special Collections at the Irving K. 
Barber Centre.  The collection consists of about 
7,200 items including folk songs, ballads, 
hymns, children’s books, songbooks, etc.  As a 
member of the Technical Services Advisory 
Committee, we identified backlogs (mostly gifts) 
in the library system that needed to be 
catalogued.  This was the largest backlog and 
we are happy to say we have now catalogued 
half of this music collection. 
 
The Barber Centre houses a great deal of our 
low-use collection of music books.  This summer 
we completed a project of binding old incomplete 
sets of journals and sent them to the storage 
area of the Centre.  Unfortunately, we can no 
longer send books to the stacks in the Centre so 
we are once again faced with overstocked 
shelves.  The only solution would be a new 
library!  Does anyone out there have $20 million 
they would like to donate? 
 
This summer I attended CAML in Toronto at 
York University.  I also spent time in Ottawa 
doing research on my BC Sheet Music Project, 
attended a bit of CLA there and also attended 
my Dalhousie 25th year reunion.  I also had 
plenty of time to bike around rural Ontario east 
of Toronto.  I plan to attend MLA in Pittsburgh 
and my first IAML next summer in Sydney, 
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Australia with stops in Hawaii and Fiji (to visit 
music libraries, of course!) 
 
Work on the BC Sheet Music Project goes on 
and on.  I have located more copyright owners, 
found two more missing pieces, and located two 
new pieces.  The son of Buddy Reynolds, a 
Canadian pioneer country music singer, 
informed me that the Spruce Bug song WAS 
about a spruce budworm in British Columbia.  I 
will soon be sending my last batch of copyright 
permissions to the Copyright Board of Canada 
for approval to use on my web site.  Once this 
phase has been completed, I will start adding 
more recordings, photos, change MIDI files to 
.mp3s, and add a further search of first line of 
song.  I may also plan a redesign of the whole 
web site and include a search of the text. 
 
As a diversion from everything else in life, I am 
taking a chocolate tempering and making course 
at one of the colleges cooking schools.  So far 
we have made bars in moulds and coffee cups 
made out of chocolate filled with cappuccino 
mousse and topped with whipped cream.  Now 
that’s a cappuccino!  I look forward to the 
upcoming classes where we will be making 
truffles and other gourmet delights.  Be nice to 
people who make chocolates! 
 
 

Marion Scichilone 
 
 

As a fairly new member, I would like to introduce 
myself.  After a few temporary positions with the 
Seattle Public Library, I am now the children's 
librarian at the North East Library.  My husband 
and I relocated to the Seattle area from southern 
California in January 2005.  After working in 
hospital and academic libraries, I made a mid-
career move to public libraries and have done 
some music media cataloging and selection 
work.  My musical background includes being a 
former trombone player and I have done some 
basic research on Latin American music in 
public libraries.  It was fun to be a member of the 
MLA/Southern California Chapter and was sorry 
to miss the Left Coasters meeting.  I am looking 
forward to the Eugene meeting and meeting 
more PNWMLA members! 
 
 

 
Cathy Gerhart 
 

Work has become totally overwhelming this year 
as receipts of music and media skyrocket. A 
large gift of Baltic studies music materials is 
causing me the most grief at the moment since 
there is no copy for most of them. Over 700 
scores that need original cataloging sit by my 
desk. Alas. 
 
I've been doing lots of performing on my flute 
this year.  The high point was performing the 
North American premiere of a new work by 
British composer Liz Lane for double wind 
quintet, piano and narrator.  Liz and her 
husband, Ian, came to Seattle for the concert 
and we had a "brilliant" time hosting them. 
Recordings of the concert are available from me 
($10.00) if anyone would like to hear the piece. I 
sprang for a real professional recording 
company that made even us lowly amateur 
musicians sound not too bad. 
 
I had fun at the West Coast conference this past 
spring and enjoyed giving a presentation on my 
double wind quintet bibliography. It has now 
grown to 325 pieces for standard dwq and 80 
additional pieces on the "related" works lists. I'm 
excited to have been invited to speak about the 
bibliography at the Bibliography Roundtable of 
the upcoming MLA Conference. 
 
The boys, Julian and Colin, are both well. Julian 
decided he didn't like college and quit to become 
a chef. He's now learning all about working in a 
kitchen at his job at "The Jones". If you need 
some good food in Seattle, check it out at 90th 
and Roosevelt. Now that he has a real job it took 
just a few months for him to save enough to get 
his own apartment so the house feels very 
empty at the moment with just the three of us 
and no visitors. Colin is a junior in high school 
and is remarkably well adjusted for a 16 year 
old. 
 

Judy Tsou 
 
News from UW 
 
Retirement and Reorganization 
After almost 32 years’ service to the Music 
Library, John Gibbs retired on June 30.  
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However, we are not going to let his expertise go 
to waste; John has returned to the Music Library 
as a Special Projects Librarian at 40% time to 
digitize our archival recordings and process a 
large gift collection of sound recordings.  With 
the retirement of John, we reconfigured the 
library staff to make the operation of the library 
more efficient.  Deborah Pierce is now the Music 
Reference Librarian, and Mary Jensen is the 
Library Supervisor, in charge of circulation.   
 
New Sound Recordings Librarian 
I am happy to announce that Michael Crispin 
has accepted the Sound Recordings Librarian 
position in the Music Library; he will begin work 
on December 4.  Mike comes to us fresh from 
University of North Texas' library school where 
he will receive his (MLS) master's degree in 
library science in December.  Mike also has a 
B.M. in composition from DePaul University and 
a graduate diploma in critical musicology from 
University of Newcastle (UK).  He has worked as 
a Technical Operations Specialist at UNT's 
College of Music, as well as an IT supervisor at 
Execuquest Corporation in Maryland.  Mike has 
a deep background in technology, especially in 
the audio-visual area.  He will be attending MLA 
in Pittsburgh and I hope you will meet him there 
if not before. 
 
Upgraded Listening Center 
In response to students’ comments from our 
Triennial Survey, the Music Library, with the 
Odegaard Undergraduate Library applied for and 
successfully received funding from the Academic 
Technology Advisory Committee (ATAC) to 
transform the audiovisual centers from 
antiquated switcher systems to a digital 
environment.  The $100,000 grant enables us to 
buy PCs for each of the Listening carrels, install 
gigabit Internet connections that allow serving 
CD-quality sound files through the Internet, and 
purchase a server for the sound and video files.  
The upgrade was completed in time for the 
beginning of the Fall Quarter. 

 
Paula Elliot 

 
If it hadn't been for Bob Richart, I might never 
have even known about MLA.  Bob was the 
music cataloger at WSU when I arrived in 1984. 
I was new to the field, and to the Pacific 
Northwest, and hadn't even been to a national 

meeting yet.  Bob took me to my first chapter 
meeting that spring, which happened to be in 
Victoria. 
 
When we boarded the Princess Marguerite in 
Seattle, there were Leslie Bennett and Chris 
Grandy who'd come up from Eugene, and Laurel 
Sercombe and John Gibbs from Seattle, and 
probably some other people as well. That was 
my introduction to MLA, on a beautiful boat en 
route to Canada with a wonderful group of 
interesting, friendly people, and I thought to 
myself, "This isn't going to be like other library 
meetings!" 
 
That chapter meeting actually continued on the 
boat trip back, where the MLAers on board 
huddled around a table and made initial plans for 
the first Directory of Music Resources in the 
Pacific Northwest, the printed publication that 
today is updated online. 
 
Nothing about MLA has been like "other library 
meetings." The difference in MLA is obvious: it's 
that M that not only defines everything we do, 
but largely who we are. If it hadn't been for MLA, 
my career might have died a-borning, and if not 
for the fellowship and support of this chapter 
over the years, if not for the networks and 
friendships we've developed, music librarianship 
in our region would be a very different practice. 
 

Beverly Stafford 
 

This past year our annual meeting was unusual 
for us, since we planned a joint meeting with the 
Northern and Southern California MLA chapters.  
This meeting was held in two locations: San 
Francisco Public Library and the UC Berkeley 
Music Library.  It was great fun to be in one 
place with the other chapters, and I enjoyed the 
sociability of the reception planned by the 
Northern California chapter at Ray Hagemeir's 
house.  I mention this meeting since the 
registration was also different from other years: 
all of it was online, using a form that I set up for 
this purpose on a site entirely for the West Coast 
meeting.  All the names went into an excel file. 
After we had the numbers of attendees tallied, 
the secretary/treasurer of each chapter mailed a 
check in advance to the Northern California 
chapter to use for the meeting.  When we all met 
in San Francisco at the SF Public Library, 
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participants registered with their chapter and 
gave them checks to reimburse their accounts. 
This worked well and was much simpler than 
having everything mailed in advance. 
 
The programs were quite good both days of the 
meeting.  One of the speakers, Richie 
Unterberger, has a new book The Unreleased 
Beatles: Music and Film, published by Backbeat 
Books, available November 2006.  He gave a 
fascinating presentation of rock musicians of the 
1960's, with audio and video clips throughout his 
talk.  I wrote him to ask if he could give a library 
presentation where I work at Multnomah County 
Library, and now he will be coming in late 
November to give a talk here as well. 
 
This year I have been working on reformatting 
my Portland Music Remembered project into the 
Greenstone database system, and hopefully it 
will be available soon. The process of revising it 
just makes me wish to add more content so that 
it can be more comprehensive. Greenstone is a 
system that functions as a CMS, and this year 
for me seems to be the year of the CMS, what 
with blogs, wikis, open-source content 
management systems, and ones at work, such 
as Vignette and the OCLC Questionpoint virtual 
reference software. They all have organizational 
structures that take time to learn, and some are 
much easier than others.  
 
I am in a group that provides digital reference 
through OCLC Questionpoint, both real-time 
chat reference and asynchronous email-based 
reference referrals at work. From participating in 
this service for a year or so at this point, I can 
tell you that it is often fun, even though it can be 
challenging. 
 

Kirsten Walsh 
 

This past spring we were able to replace the 
vintage 1967 furniture in our public areas, and 
re-arranged to make room for an informal 
seating area near the front of our library.  The 
library looks more spacious and inviting as a 
result.  We also got a much-improved new 
Circulation Desk, and cabinets with shallow 
drawers for the Oversize Scores.    
 
Just now I’m busy with last-minute 
arrangements for my older daughter’s wedding, 

which will be on November 19 in Vancouver.  
She and her fiancé live in Chicago.  My younger 
daughter plays 2nd Oboe with the Vancouver 
Symphony Orchestra and the CBC Radio 
Orchestra now, and it’s nice to have her living in 
Vancouver again. 
 
I think the first PNW Chapter meeting that I 
attended was in May 1984 in Victoria, where 
Sandra Benet hosted a wonderful Greek dinner 
at her house.  Since then, one of the more 
memorable chapter events for me has been that 
lovely boat cruise in Bellingham Harbour, which 
Marian Ritter arranged for us.     
 

Leslie Bennett 
 

This year has been busier than most, as the 
University of Oregon Libraries did a web 
migration and every one of Music’s 259 web 
pages needed to be reformatted to fit the new 
template.  We’re still madly finishing these 
before the Library’s web development group 
pulls our older edition-so if you’ve been trying to 
connect to some of our discographies, wait a few 
weeks and we’ll have them available! 
 
On the personal front, we (the Bennetts) have 
once again moved-this time, back to a house 
from a condominium.  Our experience with 
condo living made us realize that we felt old 
before our time (and that it was too much like 
working when you have to coordinate paint jobs 
with a committee), so it’s back to planting bulbs 
and enjoying backyard living- and views of 
Eugene!  Which brings me up to our upcoming 
meeting, to be held in Eugene April 20 and 21st.  
I’m hoping to provide a dinner at our place so 
that you can all see the views of Eugene- and 
enjoy a home-cooked meal.  I hope you’ll all join 
us, as this will be Christine Gordon’s (formerly 
known as Chris Grandy or Chris Olson) final 
meeting.  She is retiring in June after being at 
the University of Oregon as the music cataloger 
for over 30 years, and I will greatly miss her.  I 
look at this meeting as a time to honor those of 
our ranks who have retired or will soon be 
retiring and figuring out how we can keep our 
music institutions thriving in the next few years.  
 
My fondest memories are always of our 
meetings (they've all been memorable)-but the 
one that really sticks out in my mind was my first  
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meeting, which was in 1984 and held in Victoria.  
I rode with Christine Gordon (who was then 
Olson) and her husband in their VW van all the 
way to Laurel's house, where we spent the 
evening, then went on the ferry the next morning 
from Seattle to Victoria. We stayed at the UBC 
dorms, if I remember correctly-and it was rainy 
(as is sometimes the case for our PNW 
meetings!) I don't remember much of the 
meeting, but the ferry ride back was memorable 
because we all took over a section of the dining 
area and worked on the PNW music library 
directory-and I think that, by the time the boat 
docked at Seattle, we had the whole thing 
mapped out and assigned to each of us. 
Granted, it took a couple more years to finish it, 
but I always think that that was the model of how 
we should do any project- lock ourselves up on a 
boat where we can't get out, and hunker down 
and do the work! 
 
I have cherished my connections with the 
PNW/MLA'ers and miss many of them, including 
Sandy Acker Benet, Elaine Weeks, Eldo 
Neufeld, Marsha Reed, and, of course, Chris 
Gordon's presence at these meetings, and hope 
that, when we all part with our careers, that we 
still find some way to touch base once a year to 
renew these friendships. I think we are a unique 
group in that many of us are about the same age 
and have similar positions at our institutions, and 
the help I've found in talking over our common 
problems has provided me with reality checks 
we all need in our positions. Thank you, all of 
you, for this! 
 
I wish you all a wonderful fall- and look forward 
to seeing you all in the spring! 
 
 
 
 

Laurel Sercombe 
 

I really enjoyed the MLA West Coast joint 
chapter meeting in San Francisco and Berkeley 
last April.  Our little troop of PNWesters 
represented the chapter well and had a mighty 
good time. A highlight on Friday, for me, was the 
presentation by popular music author Richie 
Unterberger, as I was able to rise to the 
challenge of his Beatles quiz! I also loved the 
wine social at Ray Heigemeir’s perfect San 
Francisco rowhouse.  It was great to tour the UC 
Berkeley Music Library on Saturday, but the 
program highlight had to be Cathy Gerhart’s 
presentation about her Double Wind Quintet 
bibliography. Who could have imagined that this 
subject would keep us enthralled and begging 
for more, but it did! 
 
My local arrangements duties for the Association 
of Recorded Sound Collections (ARSC) meeting 
in Seattle last May took much more time than I 
had expected, but it was successful and, best of 
all, it’s over. Thanks to all chapter members who 
helped out with registration and other duties.  
 
The Society for Ethnomusicology annual 
conference is in Honolulu this fall – duty calls. 
 
I have many pleasant memories of our chapter, 
which I’ve been a member of since about 1980, I 
guess.  But the meetings and years sure blur 
together – I think I’ve most treasured the social 
aspect of our meetings – the chance for 
conversation during some of the wonderful 
gatherings hosted by our members – I think 
particularly of evenings at Cathy’s, Carolyn’s, 
Betty’s, and Leslie’s (and many others!), not to 
mention signing with Paula during the 
Bellingham cruise! 
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Pacific Northwest Chapter Music Library Association 
Membership Renewal Form 

May 2005 to May 2006 
  
Name:      _______________________________________  
Address:  (please check the box and fill in the section that you prefer for MLA mailings)  
  
❏ Library/Business Address:  
________________________Dept.  
________________________Library/Business Name  
________________________Street Address/PO Box #  
________________________City, State/Province  
________________________Zip/Postal Code Country  
________________________Work Phone  
________________________Work Fax No.  
________________________Email Address  
________________________Web Site (dept/music related)   
                                                                                                                                   
❏ Home Address:     
________________________Street Address  
________________________City, State/Province   
________________________Zip/Postal Code Country  
________________________Home Phone/Fax  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   
Membership Dues:  $10.00 US funds per year (a receipt will be sent)  
Please mail to:  

Beverly B. Stafford 
Secretary/Treasurer 

MLA Pacific Northwest Chapter 
9331 SW 20th Place 

Portland, OR  97219 USA 
For questions about MLA membership, send a note to me at the address above,  
email: stafford@multcolib.org  
 
Or phone: work: (503) 988-5728    home: (503) 246-6100  
  
*****Thank you for your support of the PNW Chapter of the Music Library Association*****  
  

The MLA membership form is available from the MLA web site under “Join MLA” 
  
 


