
 
 
Vol. XXVI Fall 2007 
 

 PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Volume XXVI Fall 2007 

 
 
In this issue 
 
 
 
Words from the chair    p.1 
 
News from the editor    p.2 
 
Chapter Meeting, Eugene Oregon, 
April 27-28, 2007          p.2 
 
Minutes from annual business 
meeting      p.3 
 
Call for nominations     p.7 
 
Treasury report     p.7 
 
Puget sounds/documenting music 
cultures close to home    p. 8 
 
News from the membership   p. 9 
 
 
 
 
 

WORDS FROM THE CHAIR  
 
I was very sorry to not have been able to attend 
the chapter meeting in Eugene, Oregon in April 
of this year.  But I do report that it was a 
successful meeting and once more a great 
opportunity to share news and views of music 
libraries and collections in the Pacific Northwest.  
Many thanks to those who made the meeting a 
success. 
 
With thanks to the support of MLA, we are 
happy to once again offer a travel grant.  This 
year’s recipient was Erin Conor who attended 
MLA in Pittsburgh.  The criteria for eligibility was 
discussed at this year’s chapter meeting.  The 
grant will go to a library student aspiring to 
become a music librarian or to a recent graduate 
(within one year of degree) of a graduate 
program in librarianship who is seeking a 
professional position as a music librarian.  
Please encourage anyone who qualifies for this 
grant to apply.  Beverly Stafford and I worked on 
an online application form for the grant.  Many 
thanks to Beverly for putting up with my 
pickiness in getting the form online and for 
maintaining it.  The form is now live at:  
http://pnwmla.org/chaptergrant/use/chaptergrant
/form1.html 
 
This year also marks the retirement of three of 
our chapter members:  Betty Woerner, Chris 
Gordon and Paula Elliot.  Our thanks to the three 
of you for making significant contributions to the 
chapter over the years and to music librarianship 
as a whole. 
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Next year’s chapter meeting will be held in 
Victoria, B.C., April 25-26  I think the last time 
the chapter met in Victoria was 1984 so we are 
looking forward to meeting there once again.  Bill 
Blair and I have already met at the University of 
Victoria to scout out meeting space and discuss 
the meeting.  Thanks to Bill for taking over as 
Secretary/Treasurer for the chapter and for 
hosting the next chapter meeting.  I look forward 
to seeing all of you there. 

 
 
 

News from the Editor 
 
I hold two hats this year as chair of the chapter and newsletter editor, so I will make it brief in my 
comments here!  Thanks to all who made last year’s anniversary newsletter a success and for making 
contributions to this year’s newsletter. 
 
Terry Horner 
Chapter newsletter editor 

 
Chapter Meeting 

April 27 and 28, 2007 
Eugene, Oregon 

Betty Woerner, Chair 
 

 
The chapter held its annual meeting April 27-28, 2007, in Eugene, Oregon at the University of Oregon.  
Julia Simic, Visual Resources Librarian at the University of Oregon Library gave a talk on ArtStor & 
Images of Music.  John Fenn, adjunct assistant professor of English at U. of O. spoke on World pop 
music: building a collection.  Betty Woerner led a discussion on Outsourcing: acquisitions, cataloguing 
and beyond. 
 
The group also enjoyed a tour of the Hult Center and Leslie Bennett hosted a terrific dinner at her home.  
Bob Tangney was elected Vice Chair/Chair Elect for 2007/2008 and Bill Blair will be the new Secretary/ 
Treasurer.  Terry Horner is taking over as Chair.  The chapter also recognized the retirement of three 
long-time chapter members, Paula Elliot, Chris Gordon and Betty Woerner. 
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Minutes from Annual Meeting, Eugene, Oregon, April 28, 2007 

Beverly B. Stafford, Secretary/Treasurer  
 
Present:  
 
Betty Woerner, Laurel Sercombe, Cathy Gerhart, Marian Ritter, Deborah Pierce, Kirsten Walsh, Bob 
Tangney, Sheila Knutsen, Carolyn Shandler, Amber Johnson, Anna Seaberg, Beverly Stafford, Leslie 
Bennett, and Cindy Richardson. 
 
Chair: Betty Woerner 
 
Notetaker: Beverly Stafford, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Agenda: 
 

1. Welcome 
Meeting called to order by Betty Woerner.  
 

2. Adoption of Agenda 
The agenda was approved by all present. 
 

3. Approval of minutes from last year’s meeting 
Minutes approved as written, by a motion to approve, and vote of members.  
 

4. Business arising from minutes:   
No further business from the minutes. 
 

5. Financial report (Beverly)  
Beverly gave a Treasurer’s Report, discussed the Travel Grant, and need for reconfiguring the 
PNWMLA bank account pending election results.  
Link: Treasurer’s Report PNWMLA 2007 
 

6. President’s Report (Betty) 
Betty said that it was great to have everyone meet in California who could attend; that is was a 
great opportunity for meeting colleagues from other chapters. This year’s meeting allows for more 
conversation related to PNW libraries, since more members of our chapter are present than at the 
2006 meeting. Betty thanked everyone for attending this year’s meeting. 
 

7. Election Results 
Beverly gave the ballots for this year’s election to Betty Woerner, who announced that Bob 
Tangney is the new chair elect; Bill Blair is the new chapter Secretary/Treasurer. Betty thanked 
Bob and Bill for volunteering to lead the chapter. 
  

8. Nomination Committee Selection 
For the next year we will need to elect a new Vice Chair/Chair Elect.  Deborah Pierce and Cindy 
Richardson volunteered to serve on the Nominating Committee.  The process and timeline for the 
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nomination process are included in the information for chapter officers in the PNWMLA website.  
 

9. Reports on Local Projects 
• Leslie Bennett: She is still working on the complete editions project, and will have a report 

by the next PNWMLA meeting in 2008.  
• Sheila Knutsen has been investigating the possibility of a scores recon project. LB 

recommended that Chris Gordon would be a good contact for Sheila. At the Univ. of 
Oregon, Chris completed reclassification for all the items cataloged with Dewey, and 
anything not in the catalog for music scores and recordings.  

• Bob Tangney: Seattle Public Library acquired 10,000 tunedex cards. Bob is making a 
catalog of them in MSExcel. Possibly Bob could make a copy of this file available to 
others who are interested. Seattle PL already has 9,000 songs indexed in their 
catalog/song index. Debbie Pierce suggested that the MSExcel file could be migrated to 
MSAccess or Inmagic, either of which would make a web-accessible catalog from the 
entries. The University of Washington Song Catalog started in MSAccess and is now in 
Inmagic, and she has made other subset catalogs using this database.  

• Leslie Bennett said that they are creating a digital collection of Oregon sheet music 
published prior to 1922, using ContentDM. When complete they will begin a collection 
focused on women composers.   

• Debbie Pierce reported that the Univ. of Washington is improving the ARIA art song index 
using Inmagic.  

• Beverly: working on a volunteer project with the Portland Chapter of the American 
Organists Guild to create an online index of the Guild’s pipe organ music, using open-
source software that can be added to the chapter website.   

• Anna Seaberg: King County.  She is researching the open-source ILS.  Link: 
http://www.open-ils.org/ developed and used by the Georgia Pines library network. The 
open source ILS  Listserv is very active and interesting to read; a good source of 
information to use for finding out more about this topic. DP said that Brodart is forming an 
alliance with the ILS, an interesting development.   

• Debbie Pierce: She is intrigued by the options available using an FRBR catalog, that 
might be better for music cataloging. FRBR catalogs provide different way of organizing 
information. Links: D-Lib Magazine, 2005. DP said that all the ones she has seen thus far 
fail and she is waiting for something better. Eastman School/Library has a project for 
cataloging that is a grant; DP would like to see a commercial project.  

• Kirsten Walsh:  
Terry Horner is changing his BC Sheet Music web site to Content DM. 
He and other Music Library staff are cataloguing the Philip J. 
Thomas Popular Song Collection, which is housed in Rare Books & 
Special Collections in the Irving K. Barber Learning Centre (previously 
known as Main Library).  The Music Library is considering accepting 
some of Philip Thomas' vinyl recordings of popular music. 
 

10. Reports from the MLA national conference (Paula) 
This report was given by several members of the chapter, since Paula Elliot needed to leave the 
meeting early to go to the airport. Deborah Pierce has been nominated to be on the Best of 
Chapters Committee. Bob Tangney reported that Tony Calvo died, one of the musicians in the 
MLA Jazz Band. The band played a transcription of Tony’s solos at the Pittsburgh conference, 
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and they have a recording of his solos from the MLA Band. DP reported that this year’s MLA 
Conference in Pittsburgh was one of the best MLA conferences that she has ever attended. LB 
reported that the MLA Lost Chicken Ramblers were hired as the band for the contra dance that 
coincided with the Pittsburgh MLA conference. 
 

11. Travel Grants (Betty and Terry) 
Betty said that we should specify more specifically what is required from both applicants and 
recipients for Chapter Grants.  
Terry Horner sent a proposal for travel grants, that Leslie photocopied and gave to chapter 
members present. Discussion of this proposal followed, with specific changes and group 
consensus for each item in Terry’s proposal. It was agreed that eligibility for the grants be limited 
to library school students or recent graduates. There was discussion about extending this to low 
income or retired librarians. The result of this discussion was a consensus that Chapter grants 
should be directed to new librarians just beginning their careers who are not yet employed as 
professional librarians, as an aid to helping them find jobs upon completion of their MLS degree. 
Terry has applied to MLA for another grant for $1000 for next year.  
Suggestions: Require 2 letters of recommendation? Yes. Membership in chapter? Yes. Report 
from the recipient at the PNWMLA chapter meeting? Yes. How to divide the funds if multiple 
recipients? It was agreed that the review committee will decide how to divide the grant based on 
needs of applicants. 
 

12. Travel Grant Application Form Review 
Terry will complete this application form upon completion of the review of these minutes by all 
members (due May 25th).  
#1. Applicants: The travel grant is intended for recent graduates or students not yet employed as 
professional librarians. 
#2. “Add PREFERENCE” given to someone who wants to attend either the chapter meeting or 
MLA. Cindy R: can we retain the funding beyond the grant year if not used in that FY? Answer is 
yes.  
#3. Change: Applicant must be a member of the PNW MLA Chapter. Cathy G: Students in 
distance education programs, such as for University of Washington and Emporia programs 
should be eligible; therefore the requirements should not state PNWMLA geographic residence as 
a requirement for application. Text suggested: Applicant should be either be a resident or a 
student attending a library school based the Pacific Northwest, including distance education 
programs. 
#4. Amount of funding available to applicants: Consensus was that applicants should submit a 
budget proposal with their application.  
#5. Submit projected expenses including hotel, registration, and transportation. Itemize projected 
expenses. Leave out food as part of proposal.  
#6. Online form will be created, that will be directed to the Secretary/Treasurer. Beverly: offered to 
make form with Bill Blair as contact person on form. Post form on website. 
#7. Funds up front: disclaimer, if fund not used, must be returned, within a month of the meeting. 
Travel receipts required for reporting by recipient(s). 
#8. Deadline Dec. 1st, Notified by Dec. 15th. Keep as it is for this.  
#9. Agreed as written 
#10. Advertise on MLA-L, PNWMLA Chapter website, library schools. PNWMLA members should 
advertise this grant to students they mentor. 
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The reverse side of Terry’s proposal is an application form: add the info about application 
requirements, and requirement for report by recipients about conference attendance using 
Chapter Travel Grant funds. 
 

13. MLA basic music library workshops (Leslie) 
During MLA 2006, Leslie attended a meeting of the MLA Outreach and Education Committee. 
MLA is developing a program to have librarians in each chapter teach local programs for other 
libraries and library staff in the particular areas of music cataloging, music reference, and 
electronic resources.  Chapters will be responsible for teaching on a regional basis.  These 
workshops are intended for non-specialists in music, directed to libraries without music librarians.  
At the MLA 2008 Rhode Island Pre-Conference, there will be sessions to develop this program in 
terms of PR, curriculum, etc. taught by master teachers within the national MLA organization. 
Leslie B: if any PNWMLA librarians would like to apply to be master teachers for these pre-
conference sessions, write to Leslie Bennett via email by May 15th to apply.  
Leslie will forward names of PNWMLA librarians who are interested in participating to Holling 
Smith-Borne.  Requirement: person must be going to the MLA Rhode Island meeting.  Bob 
Tangney: will this have an academic or pl focus?  Leslie B: Committees are working on this 
project to expand common knowledge among librarians in both public and academic libraries to 
non-specialists.  
MLA would like to have more programs sponsored by music librarians at local state, and regional 
conferences. Anna Seaberg: would these be workshops available on an “on-demand” basis within 
the region? Reply: yes. Related item for John Gibbs: Add a statement on the web site about 
purposes of the PNWMLA chapter for education and training and the value of membership in our 
organization.  
 

14. Retirement recognitions 
Members present expressed thanks to Betty, Chris, and Paula for their contribution to the 
chapter, and hopes that they would continue as active members of our group, and join us for 
future meetings. 

 
15. Next year’s meeting 

PNWMLA will meet on April 25th-26th, 2008 in Victoria BC, at the University of Victoria, hosted by 
Bill Blair. 

 
16. Other 

Leslie Bennett thanked everyone for coming to the meeting, and all of the members present 
thanked her in turn for hosting this year’s meeting and the dinner at her house on Friday evening.  
Everyone thanked Beverly Stafford for her contributions to the PNWMLA Chapter as 
Secretary/Treasurer for the past 5+ years. 

 
17.  Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:26 pmApril 28th, 2007 
 

 
 

 



MLA Pacific Northwest Chapter Newsletter 7 

Vol. XXVI Fall 2007 

 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

 
Debbie Pierce and Cindy Richardson have agreed to serve as the Nominating Committee for the 2008 
chapter election.  The positions of Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect needs to be filled.  Please contact Deborah - 
dpierce@u.washington.edu - or Cindy - cindyr@kcls.org  - by February 1, 2008. 
 
if you would like to nominate someone for either or both positions, a summary of officer duties is available 
on the chapter website: http://www.lib.washington.edu/music/pnwmla/handbook.html 
 
 

Treasury Report May, 2007 
Beverly B. Stafford, Secretary/Treasurer  

 
Beginning Balance in the PNWMLA Account April 1, 2006:  $1950.19 
 
Income April 1, 2006, April 9, 2007 
 
Memberships 2007 
Memberships paid other than at annual meeting:  
(2 members, who paid extra above $10.00 yearly membership        $50.00 
   
PNW Annual Meeting Income 2007: 
Meeting Registrations and memberships       $665.00 
 
 
Total Income:     $715.00 
 
Expenses to May, 2007 
 
PNW Annual Meeting Expenses 2006:   
Photocopy of materials for annual meeting/program       $11.20 
Honorariums: Hult Center STB, Julie Simic, John Fenn     $ 300.00 
Friday night dinner:     $328.59 
Catering – U of O, for Friday/Saturday meetings   not yet received May 4, 2007 
Total Annual Meeting Cost:    $639.79  
 
 
Balance in the account from statement, March 31, 2006:  $2025.30 
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PUGET SOUNDS / DOCUMENTING MUSIC CULTURES CLOSE TO HOME 
 
Stretching north to the San Juan Islands and south to the State Capital of Olympia, the Puget Sound 
region is home to a diverse network of urban and rural communities. With Puget Sounds the UW Libraries 
Media Center in Odegaard Library aims to document the kaleidoscopic nature of music performed and 
produced in this region.  No style, genre, or music culture is being excluded from the project.  Rather, 
everything from art rock to hip hop, folk revival to free jazz, classical to new age, freak folk to shockabilly, 
Latin American folk to Balkan folk is or will be represented in the Puget Sounds collection. In addition to 
collecting titles from the region’s widely popular acts (e.g. Foo Fighters, Modest Mouse, Seattle 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Blue Scholar), the Media Center is also particularly interested in collecting works 
from lesser known groups and individuals. For example, we are placing special emphasis on collecting 
musics from independent labels and recent immigrant communities. 
 
To learn more about Puget Sounds and how you can help contribute to this project please contact John 
Vallier at the Media Center: (206) 616-1210 or vallier@u.washington.edu 
 
The initial phase of this project (June 2007-July 2008) is made possible by a grant from the Friends of the 
UW Libraries. We thank them for their generous support. 
 
John Vallier 
Head, Distributed Media Services 
University of Washington Libraries 
http://faculty.washington.edu/vallier 
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NEWS FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP  

 

 
 

Judy Tsou 
 
There have been some personnel changes in 
the Music Library at the University of 
Washington this year.  In July, Michael Crispin, 
Sound Recordings Librarian, resigned.  We are 
fortunate to be able to hire a highly qualified half-
time Graduate Student Assistant, Erin Conor, as 
a temporary replacement for the Sound 
Recordings Librarian.  Erin is currently a second-
year student at UW’s iSchool and received her 
master’s degree in music history from UW’s 
School of Music.  She received a bachelor’s 
degree from the Oberlin Conservatory where 
she worked as a reference assistant for several 
years.  She has also interned at the Yale 
University music library, working on music 
archives one summer. 
 
I attended the International Association of Music 
Libraries meeting this July in Sydney, Australia, 
where it was cold and wet, much like the Pacific 
Northwest winter.  The meeting was packed with 
interesting sessions on Australian aboriginal 
music and concert music written for the 
didgeridoo solo as well as with traditional 
western instruments (string quartet, for 
example).  The Access to Music Archives 
Project, co-chaired by me (University of 
Washington) and Inger Enquist (Sweden Music 
History Library) has begun a scope survey, in 
preparation for applying for a grant to support 
the endeavor. 
 
Back in the United States, I have been 
reappointed to serve another 3-year term on the 
editorial board of the Journal of the American 
Musicological Society.  I have also been 

appointed to the editorial board of the upcoming 
second edition of The New Grove Dictionary of 
American Music. 
 

Terry Horner 
 

Another busy year has come and gone.  Much to 
the appreciation of our head of Rare Books and 
Special Collections, we managed to complete 
the cataloguing of the Philip J. Thomas Popular 
Song Collection of over 7,000 items.  Phil was 
so very glad to finally see this collection 
catalogued.  Unfortunately, he passed away this 
year. 
 
The Irving K. Barber Centre is nearing 
completion and departments including the library 
school hope to move in early next year.  There 
will also be a music room for meetings and 
noon-hour concerts.  Much of the low use music 
books and journals is stored there.  Who knows?  
With the closure of two branch libraries this 
summer, perhaps we will be moving over there 
with the rest of the collection?  (Pure 
speculation, but not an unreality) 
 
Next spring seems to be a big time for 
conferences here in Vancouver.  CAML will have 
joint sessions with CUMS at Congress 2008 of 
the Federation of Humanities and Social 
Sciences at the end of May.  CLA is here in May 
and our chapter meeting is in Victoria the end of 
April.  I am also on the advisory committee for 
Fast Forward, a video showcase, which is the 
week after our chapter meeting. 
 
This summer I attended IAML in Sydney, 
Australia.  This was my first IAML meeting and I 
hope to go again in the future.  There were four 
of us from Canada there this year, three of us 
who have never attended.  I also took some 
vacation time and spent a few days each way in 
Fiji and Hawaii.  While in Australia, I about 10 
days in Sydney and visited friends in Coff’s 
Harbour.  I also visited the fabulous Blue 
Mountains and Jenolan Caves in the mountains.  
I have posted photos of my trip on a blog at 
terryhorner.blogspot.com.   
 
I have also been taking a few short trips this fall 
to the Island and hope to spend some time in 
Seattle and Portland as well.  Just a couple of 
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weeks ago I went chanterelle picking on Cortes 
Island and came back with 10 lb!  Recently I 
found out they also grow in Stanley Park. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all in Victoria.  
 

Betty Woerner 
 

Having retired July 1, I have been getting used 
to my new life--heavy gardening, helping Lloyd 
with the rental properties, taking figured bass 
lessons, daily aerobics classes, and learning 
how to play bridge.  I am beginning to get bored, 
and will likely try some new volunteer activities 
soon.  So far, Reed has not replaced my 
position, but they now have funding for 
recruitment in the hazy near future for a 
performing arts librarian--an endowed position, 
no less.  Would that I had gotten that much 
respect while I was there.  There is also a new 
performing arts building with its own performing 
arts library in the cards, so this person would get 
to do the planning for that. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing everyone in 
Victoria. 
 

Sheila Knutsen 
 
It has been good to have John back as a music 
librarian.  Bob will soon be doing a temporary 
full-time branch library assignment so we’ll be 
missing him.  The music searching class, which 
Marion Scichilone, Bob and I presented in June, 
has been picking up steam.  Bob has co-taught 
two at branch libraries and Marion and I will be 
doing two at Northeast Branch in November, one 
for the public and one for branch staff.  Every 
week or so another branch librarian expresses a 
desire to host the class.  For the branch classes 
we often are using a traveling lab, which also 
makes its way around the library system.  It’s 
good to know that people want better access to 
music.  At work I also coordinate six previews 
each year for Pacific Northwest Ballet’s 
performances with speaker Doug Fullington. 
 
I still enjoy working as a church organist and am 
looking forward to a meeting of the Organ 
Historical Society in Seattle July 14-18. 
It was so good to see everyone at Eugene last spring! 
Best wishes to all. 

 

Laurel Sercombe 
 
My professional news comes more from my 
Society for Ethnomusicology duties than my 
MLA activities this past year.  Like many other 
academic societies, SEM is taking an 
increasingly pro-active role in responding to 
issues that affect the discipline, its members, 
and those with whom we work.  The SEM Board 
recently developed guidelines for members or 
groups within the Society to propose position 
statements.  As chair of the SEM Ethics 
Committee, I have overseen the development of 
two position statements in the past year.  
 
In February 2007 a “Position Statement against 
the Use of Music as Torture” (proposed by the 
Ethics Committee and expanded and approved 
by the Board) was posted to the SEM website 
(http://webdb.iu.edu/sem/scripts/aboutus/abouts
em/positionstatements/position_statement_tortur
e.cfm).  Who cares what ethnomusicologists 
think?  Well, the blogosphere, apparently.  There 
was a veritable firestorm of reaction, much of it 
from the right-wing media, culminating in an on-
air radio “debate” between Hugh Hewitt and the 
president of SEM, Philip Bohlman.  The Nation 
commended our stand, and I was interviewed by 
both the Chronicle of Higher Education and 
Congressional Quarterly.  As far as we can tell, 
however, we have not affected the policies of the 
Bush administration.  
  
In September 2007 the Ethics Committee 
submitted a proposal regarding the application 
of institutional review board (IRB) guidelines to 
ethnomusicological research.  The Board is 
currently considering our draft position 
statement, and we hope to see it posted soon.  
 
In addition, as a member of the Archiving 
Special Interest Group within the Society for 
Ethnomusicology, I helped develop a response 
to the National Recording Preservation Board 
(Library of Congress) request for comments on 
the current state of recorded sound preservation. 
 
Back in the UW Ethnomusicology Archives, one 
interesting development is our new role as 
unofficial west coast repository of the Alan 
Hovhaness Archive.  This came about as a 
result of our having a collection of field 
recordings made by Hovhaness during the 
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1960s in locations throughout Asia and Africa.  
Martin Berkofsky, concert pianist, founder of the 
Cristofori Foundation, and one of the organizers 
of the Alan Hovhaness International Research 
Centre in Yerevan, Armenia, contacted me and 
proposed an exchange of archival materials, so 
as we send off copies of the Hovhaness field 
recordings, we receive piles of documents of all 
kinds in return (copies of letters, concert 
programs, photos, etc.).  If our on-line catalog is 
ever up and running, the world may actually find 
out about this collection, not to mention our other 
wonderful holdings. 
 

Beverly Stafford 
 

This year closes with a big change for me as I 
have transferred over to Bill Blair the job of 
Secretary/Treasurer.  I have enjoyed this job 
very much, but am still a member of the chapter 
and looking forward to more meetings with the 
Pacific NW music clan.  I have the archives for 
the chapter and would like to organize them 
more fully in the new time available for the 
PNWMLA. 
 
At the meeting in Eugene it was delightful to 
catch up with everyone who attended; I 
particularly enjoyed the tour of the Hult Center 
and the programs for this year’s meeting.  
 
Meanwhile, at the Multnomah County, I have 
been busy with the music score collection, filling 
in gaps, replacing worn out music scores, and 
working with other library staff to improve access 
in the III Millennium catalog.  I made a subject 
guide to explain ways of searching the catalog, 
and have set up online booklists for new music 
books, on the Library website.  The MCL music 
scores collection is so extensive it often takes 
people by surprise, and we get letters from 
people who move away and miss it.  This year I 
am also taking part in virtual chat-based 
reference through Questionpoint, and we are 
getting ready to start an internal trial of IM to see 
how well this works for reference 
communication.  The mode of interaction for 
chat reference I find spills over to 
communication at the reference desk as well 
with helping people find books or information.  
 
For other activities, last spring another librarian 
and I planned a series of concerts “Music of 

Portland” that were very well attended.  We had 
a variety of types of music: bluegrass, jazz, 
blues, and piano solo of ‘French salon music’ 
and now we are starting another series.  I went 
to the ALA LITA conference, and it was 
excellent.  But I have to say… they don’t have a 
jazz band.  But for a regular library conference I 
recommend it highly for interesting programs. 
They asked for volunteers to blog the 
conference; I volunteered for the honor, and thus 
was busy tap-tap-tapping away all during the 
sessions.  Fun to read other accounts of the 
sessions, that picked up on other ideas from 
different perspectives than mine.  There were 
some good ideas: instead of paper handouts, 
they gave everyone a flash drive with the 
sessions at registration.  You could read the 
papers in advance as well and some people 
made podcasts of the Q and A for the keynote 
speakers.   So it was well documented.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the next 
occasion for the chapter. 
 

Paula Elliot 
 

Washington State University is getting a new 
Dean of Libraries, Jay Starratt, starting in 
December.  My official last day before retirement 
is December 14th, but I will be meeting with him 
during our brief overlap to discuss music 
concerns.  My department (Humanities and 
Social Sciences) has requested a Fine and 
Performing Arts Librarian position, and we're 
hoping he will post the notice of vacancy.  With 
so many demands on our scanty resources, we 
can only wait and see what the priorities will be. 
In the meantime, I'm trying to get my FY 2008 
budget spent by mid-December, and to write a 
little "Mrs. Beeton's" on how to do my job at 
WSU.  I feel like I'm leaving the music situation 
at WSU Libraries better than I found it, and I 
know I've probably helped a person or two 
during my career. 
 
I hope to remain connected to music 
librarianship for quite a while, and I look forward 
to seeing where I can contribute next. 
 

Kirsten Walsh 
 

This has been a year of more travel than usual 
for me.   In February I visited my older daughter 
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and son-in-law in Chicago, and had a great time 
in spite of the freezing weather.  I’m looking 
forward to attending MLA there in 2009. 
 
In May I travelled to Montreal for the annual 
meeting of the Canadian Association of Music 
Libraries, Archives & Documentation Centres, 
who followed their usual pattern of meeting 
jointly with the Canadian University Music 
Society, our academic counterpart to AMS.  The 
meeting included tours of the beautiful new 
Music Library at McGill University and the 
Grande Bibliotheque du Quebec, and some 
interesting joint sessions with CUMS. 
 
My summer holiday was a wonderful sailing trip 
in the Queen Charlotte Islands, or Haida Gwaii, 
on a 68-foot ketch with a crew of 4 and 12 other 
passengers.  The whale-watching and birding 
were spectacular, and we visited some of the 
ancient Haida village sites which are now 
supervised by Haida watchmen.  A number of 

totem poles still stand as evidence of a once-
thriving culture. 
 
Eileen (older daughter) has just taken up a 
position with Symphony Nova Scotia in Halifax, 
so I have an excuse to visit Halifax before or 
after MLA in Newport this winter. 
  
The UBC Music Library is as crowded as ever.  
A budget crunch this year resulted in the closure 
of our 2 smallest library branches (Math and 
Forestry); other branches, including Music, will 
be reviewed as part of a broader exercise to find 
ways of reducing the Library’s operating budget. 
  
We are working on Local Arrangements for 
CAML’s next annual meeting during the 2008 
Congress of the Canadian Federation for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences, which will be 
held at UBC next spring.  CAML and CUMS will 
meet jointly on June 5-8, 2008. 

 
 

 

 
 

Spanish manuscript, 1575-1625, held by UBC 
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Pacific Northwest Chapter Music Library Association 
Membership Renewal Form 

May 2007 to May 2008 
  
Name:      _______________________________________  
 
Address:  (please check the box and fill in the section that you prefer for MLA mailings)  
  
❏ Library/Business Address:  
________________________Dept.  
________________________Library/Business Name  
________________________Street Address/PO Box #  
________________________City, State/Province  
________________________Zip/Postal Code Country  
________________________Work Phone  
________________________Work Fax No.  
________________________Email Address  
________________________Web Site (dept/music related)   
                                                                                                                                   
❏ Home Address:     
________________________Street Address  
________________________City, State/Province   
________________________Zip/Postal Code Country  
________________________Home Phone/Fax  
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   
 
Membership Dues:  $10.00 US funds per year (a receipt will be sent)  
Please mail to:  

Bill Blair 
McPherson Library  

PO Box 1800 STN CSC 
Victoria, British Columbia 

Canada V8W 3H5  
 

 
For questions about MLA membership, send a note to me at the address above,  
email: blairw@uvic.ca 
 
Or phone: work: (250) 721-472-5025    home: (250) 477-3105  
  
 
*****Thank you for your support of the PNW Chapter of the Music Library Association*****  
  

The MLA membership form is available from the MLA web site under “Join MLA” 


