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WORDS FROM THE CHAIR  
 
The 2009 PNW MLA chapter meeting in Seattle 
was a wonderful success, due to great planning 
by Cathy Gerhart, Judy Tsou, Laurel Sercombe 
and Verletta Kern.  The meeting Friday 
afternoon was held in the beautiful Peterson 
Room (Allen Library, 4th floor) at the University 
of Washington. There was a delicious lunch 
buffet. Cecilia Jezek, Kathleen DeLaurenti, 
Brendan Lax and John Vallier (UW Libraries, 
Head Distributed Media Services, Libraries 
Media Center, Odegaard Undergraduate 
Library) gave a collaborative talk entitled, “Puget  

Sounds: UW Libraries’ Regional Music 
Collection”.  The meeting continued in downtown 
Seattle at the Seattle Symphony Library and 
enjoyed a tour of the Benaroya Hall.  We then 
had an excellent dinner at Cathy Gerhart’s 
home.  
 
Saturday morning the meeting convened at the 
University of Washington’s, Brechemin 
Auditorium.  Paul Brian (emeritus Professor of 
English, Washington State University) presented 
a paper on Classic American Love Songs.  
Christina Sundardi (Assistant Professor of 
Music, Ethnomusicology Division, University of 
Washington) gave a paper, “Narrating History, 
Claiming Female Potency: Stories About the 
Origins of the East Javanese Dance Beskalan 
Putri Malangan.”  The Business meeting 
concluded the chapter meeting and the 
members accepted Paula Elliot’s invitation to 
have the next meeting on Bainbridge Island, 
April 30 – May 1, 2010, at the Public Library. 
 
 Information about Bainbridge Island may be 
obtained from: 
www.bainbridgedowntown.org   Please contact 
Carolyn Shandler if you would like to participate 
in the program. 
 
Thank you to Carolyn Shandler as chapter vice-
chair/ chair elect, Terry Horner for continuing as 
newsletter editor, Cindy Richardson and Laurel 
Sercombe as nomination committee, and to Bill 
Blair for continuing as Secretary/Treasurer. 
 
Best wishes for a great fall and winter and I 
hope to see you all in Bainbridge Island next 
April. 
 
Marian Ritter 
Chair 
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Minutes from the Annual Business Meeting 
University of Washington 

Seattle, Washington 
April 18, 2008 

Bill Blair, Secretary/Treasurer  
 
Present:  
Rebecca Belford, Leslie Bennett, Bill Blair, Kathleen DeLaurenti, Cheryl Eager, Paula Elliot, Cathy 
Gerhart, John Gibbs, Verletta Kern, Sheila Knutsen, Allison Richardson, Cindy Richardson, Marian Ritter, 
Laurel Sercombe, Anna Seaburg, Carolyn Shandler, Bob Tangney, Judy Tsou, Kirsten Walsh.  
 
Chair: Bob Tangney  
Note taker: Bill Blair, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Agenda: 
 
1. Welcome 
Meeting called to order by Bob Tangney at 11:26 a.m.  
 
2. Approval of minutes from last year’s meeting. 
Minutes approved as written, by a motion to approve, and vote of members. 
 
3. Business arising from minutes 
There was no business arising from the minutes 
 
4. Financial report (Bill) 
Bill Blair presented a financial report of the PNWMLA accounts. The treasurer’s report was distributed to 
members present for review. Bill reported on the income and expenses from the past year. He explained 
that the account is in Canadian funds and since the Canadian dollar has dropped against the U.S. dollar 
the amount in the account is less than appears on paper. This is balanced out by the fact that most of our 
income is in U.S funds and so this means more is being added when transferred to Canadian funds. The 
Financial report was approved with a small editorial change. The line “Money for MLA for scholarship” is 
to be changed to “Money from MLA for travel grant”. This change was requested since the money is to be 
used for travel and not for anything else. 
 
5. .President’s report (Bob) 
Bob thanked everyone for coming and thanked Cathy, Judy, Laurel and Verletta for hosting and 
organizing the general meeting. He talked about the travel grant and explained about the mix up with the 
UBC list and how it was not advertised the first time it was submitted and had to be re-submitted. He also 
told the group that we were one of only two chapters that applied for the grant and he was hoping we 
would apply again this coming year. 
 
6. Election results 
Carolyn Shandler won the election to be the next Chair Elect. Bill Blair agreed to stay on as Secretary / 
Treasurer  
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Next year’s executive committee will be  
 Marian Ritter: President 
 Carolyn Shandler: Chair Elect 
 Bill Blair: Secretary / Treasurer 

Terry Horner will continue to do the Newsletter 
 
7. News from members 
Judy Tsou: University of Washington has digitized all RISMATIC manuscripts (before 1801) in their 
collection. 
 
Leslie Bennett: The University of Oregon outsourced the digitization of 1000 pieces of sheet music from 
the Women Composers project. These are now being catalogued. All of this music is pre 1923 and will be 
available in PDF format of the website. 
 
8. Other Items 
Discussion: Concern was expressed about the language in the constitution. For example the constitution 
indicated that there could be one candidate for election but the instructions for the nominating committee 
indicate that you need at least two. The constitution also indicates that ballots for the election must be 
received by mail but this year people were able to send votes by email. 
Other members indicated that a review had taken place but the changes did not seem to appear on the 
web. 
Action: Marian will check with Beverly Stafford (the former secretary) to find out if revisions were made to 
the constitution and if the updated version was put on the web. 
Action: The constitution will be changed to indicate that ballots can be received by mail or email. 
 
Judy Tsou reported that IAML is meeting in Amsterdam this year from July 5 – 10, 2009. She invited 
everyone to attend. 
 
John Gibbs will be updating the listserv this year and so he wants everyone to check their email address 
and send him any updates or changes. 
 
9. Next Year’s meeting 
Paula Elliot has volunteered to host the meeting on Bainbridge Island next year. The date is to be 
determined depending on when other conferences are being held.  
This brought up a discussion about the cost of attending meetings. With cut backs on funding people are 
having to spend more money out of pocket to attend conferences. To this end, there was desire 
expressed to have more library related items on the program so that the cost can be justified. Next year’s 
program committee will take this into consideration 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:18 p.m. 
 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 
Cindy Richardson and Laurel Sercombe have agreed to serve as the Nominating Committee for 
the 2010 chapter election. The position of Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect needs to be filled. If you would 
like to nominate someone, please contact Cindy - cindyr@kcls.org - or Laurel - 
julius@u.washington.edu - by February 1, 2010.  A summary of officer duties is available on the 
chapter website:  http://www.lib.washington.edu/music/pnwmla/handbook.html 
 

NEXT CHAPTER MEETING 
 
The next chapter meting will be held April 30-May 1, 2010 on Bainbridge Island, Washington, at 
the Bainbridge Public Library. 
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Treasury Report April 18, 2008 

Bill Blair, Secretary/Treasurer  
 
                                Canadian Funds    
 
Beginning Balance in the PNWMLA Account March 25th, 2008:  $ 2878.35 
 
Income April 1, 2008 – March 31st, 2009 
 
Memberships 2008 
Memberships paid other than at annual meeting:        $    76.35 
 
Money from MLA for scholarship            $  1212.50 ($1000 U.S.) 
 
Interest                    $       1.10 
 
PNW Annual Meeting Income 2008: 
Meeting Registrations and memberships          $    298.80 
 
Total Income:                  $  1588.75 
 
Expenses April 1, 2008 – March 31st, 2009: 
 
Annual Meeting Expenses 2008:   
Catering / room rental / equipment rental          $ 584.32 
Friday Night Dinner                 $ 120.00 
Honorarium: Susan Hammond Lewis           $ 100.00 
 
Total Annual Meeting Cost:              $  804.32      
 
Other Expenses:       
Scholarships                   $ 1000.00 
Bank Fees (cheques, processing fees)           $     33.07 
 
Total Expenses                 $ 1837.39 
 
 
 
Balance in the account from statement, March 25, 2009:               $ 2749.71 
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Update to May, 2009 
                      Canadian Funds U.S. Funds 
 
Income April 1, 2009 – May 31, 2009 
 
Interest                    $         0.06 
 
PNW Annual Meeting Income 2008: 
Meeting Registrations, Banquet and memberships       $  1030.71 
 
Total Income:                  $  1030.77    
 
Expenses April 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009: 
 
Annual Meeting Expenses 2009:   
Food and Friday Night Dinner and Honorariums              $   487.00  
Honorariums                         $   200.00 
 
Total Expenses (in Canadian Funds)           $865.55 
 
Other Expenses:       
Scholarships                   $  1000.00 
 
Total Expenses      $  1865.55 
 

Balance in the account from statement, May 25, 2009:              $1914.99 
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NEWS FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP  

 
 
IN MEMORIAM MARCIA REED  
 

The Pacific Northwest Chapter recently learned 
that retired member Marcia Reed suffered a 
brain aneurysm and died on September 27th.  
Marcia had been enjoying a fulfilling retirement 
with her husband Carl, during which she had 
remained active in two needlepoint 
organizations and derived great pleasure from 
her three grandchildren. We fondly remember 
her as a dedicated music cataloger whose 
elegant example and unwavering participation 
helped to shape our Chapter. During her career 
she held positions at Seattle Public Library, the 
University of Washington, and Seattle Pacific 
University, where she also collaborated with two 
colleagues on the two-volume American diaries: 
an annotated bibliography of published 
American diaries and journals (Gale Research, 
1983-1987). 

 
Erin Conor 

 
I started this July as the Performing Arts 
Librarian at Reed, where my duties include 
reference, instruction and collection 
development for music, dance and theatre.  
Prior to arriving at Reed, I was the Research 
Librarian for Performing Arts at UC Irvine.  I 
earned an MA in music history and an MLIS at 
the University of Washington, and I feel very 
fortunate to have had the opportunity to work 
with many wonderful PNW-MLA members while 
a student at UW.  I’m delighted to have returned 
to the Pacific Northwest, and I look forward to 
meeting (and re-meeting!) everyone at our next 
chapter meeting. 
 

Kirsten Walsh 
 

Our bookshelves got so full this year that we 
finally bit the bullet and put all our LP recordings 
into the ASRS, our robotic storage facility in the 
Irving K. Barber Learning Centre.  It’s not very 
surprising that we’ve received little or no 
negative feedback.  This move enabled us to 
shift books yet again, to make room for new 
titles and shelve most books vertically.  I’m 
working on a review of our collections and 

services, including a survey of the Music 
students and faculty, to help us decide on next 
steps when our shelves fill up again. 
 
Our new University Librarian, Ingrid Parent, 
joined us on July 1, 2009.  Her main priorities 
include Digitization and Open Access, as well as 
the development of a new Strategic Plan for the 
UBC Library, which will align with UBC’s new 
Strategic Plan. She is active on the international 
library scene, and is incoming Chair of IFLA.  It 
will be interesting to see how she handles the 
3% budget cut which has been announced for 
next year. 
 
No doubt you’ve heard that Vancouver will be 
hosting the 2010 Winter Olympics and 
Paralympics on February 12-28 and March 12-
21, respectively.  The UBC campus will be 
affected by road closures, transit changes and 
security restrictions, as our Thunderbird Arena is 
one of the venues.  It will be interesting! 
 
I’ve begun my 2-year term as President of the 
Canadian Association of Music Libraries, 
Archives & Documentation Centres, and am 
involved these days in conference planning.  
CAML will meet next June 3-6 in Regina, 
Saskatchewan, together with the Canadian 
University Music Society (our academic 
colleagues).  There will be a parallel conference 
of the Canadian Society for Musical Traditions 
and the Canadian chapter of the International 
Association for the Study of Popular Music.   
We’ll be able to attend each other’s sessions, 
and I expect there will be some lively sessions 
and concerts to choose from.  
 
My personal highlight this year was a trip to the 
Norwegian Arctic.  From Oslo I flew to the island 
of Spitsbergen, high above the Arctic Circle, to 
join a group aboard the Akademik Sergey 
Vavilov, an ice-rated research ship.  We 
circumnavigated much of the Svalbard 
Archipelago, stopping twice daily to clamber into 
zodiacs for excursions.  We landed to explore 
many sites, and motored close to immense 
glaciers and alongside towering cliffs with huge 
colonies of nesting birds. The bird life was 
spectacular.  Just as exciting: numerous polar 
bear sightings, herds of walrus, arctic foxes with 
kits, reindeer, and exquisite Arctic wildflowers.  
On August 1, we stopped at 80 degrees N, the 
northernmost point possible at the edge of the 
sea ice, to view a total solar eclipse.  I felt very 
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lucky and privileged to have taken this amazing 
trip. 
 

Terry Horner 
 

Space continued to be one of our major 
problems this year.  Thanks to two of our very 
dedicated Library Assistants, moving our LPs to 
storage was completed about a month ahead of 
schedule!  This will likely give us a couple of 
years more space.  Our entire music collection is 
now in at least five different locations throughout 
the library system.  Now to deal with the space 
issues for our DVDs and CDs….Our new library 
assistant, Dana Harrison, has proven to be a 
great asset to the Music Library.  Other than 
that, we have been working on barcoding 
projects and database clean-up. 
 
In February, I will be volunteering for the 
Olympics and likely providing housing for visiting 
friends attending.  I will be located at BC Place 
and will be working in technology.  I am not sure 
of my specific duties, but have been told it will 
have to do with radios and reporting scores to 
the media.  The opening and closing ceremonies 
as well as the medal presentations will be held 
there, but I am certain as to how much of it I will 
see.  I am also on the Olympic Programming 
Committee for the Irving K. Barber Center.  We 
are planning displays and presentations on both 
pro and anti-Olympics.  As part of the 
programming, I am firming up a concert of 
Olympic music which will be presented by the 
UBC Symphonic Wind Ensemble headed by our 
new faculty member, Rob Taylor. 
 
I am planning another study leave for July 2010-
June 2010.  I intend to expand the BC Sheet 
Music Project to include works published in 
British Columbia and works by British 
Columbians.  Presently, the web site just 
includes works about BC.  I plan to spend time 
at the Library of Congress where I have the 
potential of finding over 270 pieces, most of 
which are unique items deposited in the US 
copyright office from 1885-1920.  I may also be 
doing research at the British Museum, but 
planning for that is still in the works.  More 
exciting places to visit and do research are in 
the works. 
 
Other than that, I have using up excess vacation 
time to travel around BC and the PNW.  I went 
on a mushroom tour this fall near Port Alberni 
and discovered more ‘secret’ places for finding 

chanterelles.  It hasn’t been a good year for 
them, but we were lucky to find one place where 
three of us found about 25 pounds each!  Back 
to Cortes Island this weekend where picking 
hasn’t been great.  You may see me in Seattle 
and/or Portland this fall.  After our lousy weather 
last Christmas, I am likely heading south! 
 
I was lucky this year to not only to have my 
garden in Courtenay, but two community 
gardens, both within a very short walking 
distance to where I live.  Both were a huge 
success and the only predators were rats that 
ate about one third of my tomatoes.  I learned 
quite a bit about gardening, especially winter 
gardening.   
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the chapter 
meeting on Bainbridge Island. 
 

Cathy Gerhart 
 

It's been a busy year for me both at work and at 
home. I spent lots of time at work training and 
mentoring 6 UW ISchool students who did 
fieldwork or volunteer work with me. My Section 
(the Special Materials Cataloging Section) 
cataloged record amounts of nonbook titles 
including many NACO records for film headings. 
I continued to attend many conferences and 
taught a preconference class for the Oregon 
Library Association. I've been doing lots of 
playing my flute this year. I've begun playing in 
the Thalia Symphony which is a stretch for me 
since I've never played orchestral music. I 
continue serving as the principal flutist in the 
Seattle Symphonic Band. My double wind 
quintet, Chinook Winds, continues to take up 
much of my time as I serve as the manager, 
librarian, and organizer. My webibliography on 
double wind quintet music (Annotated 
bibliography of double wind quintet music) 
continues to grow and provides me with 
unending work. 
Home life is exciting. My youngest son moved 
back home for a few months before shipping out 
to Georgia to become a soldier. He began basic 
training yesterday (Oct. 27) at Fort Benning 
(Georgia). He's really like to be an Army Ranger, 
but first he needs to see how things go in the 
infantry. Remember when we met in Portland 
and had dinner at Barbara's house... he was just 
a few weeks ago and slept on the couch most of 
the evening. Oldest son Julian continues to work 
in local restaurants as a cook/chef. Ned is well 
and had a great time seeing you all again when 
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you came for dinner at our house at the Chapter 
meeting last May. It was wonderful that so many 
of you could make it. 
 

Bob Tangney 
 
There have been some changes at SPL over the 
last several months.  A reorganization in June 
brought the Arts, Recreation and Literature 
department (home to us music librarians) a new 
manager.  There’s always some anxiety 
connected with forging a relationship with a new 
manager but everything went quite smoothly and 
we were all beginning to settle into our new 
situation.  Then, towards the end of September, 
our new manager suddenly resigned due to 
some personal matters, effective Nov. 6!  So, an 
internal search was conducted and a new new 
manager was announced last week.  I’m certain 
everything will turn out fine but it’s been a bit of 
a roller-coaster ride for me and Sheila! 
 
The whole SPL system took an unpaid week off 
leading up to Labor Day as a cost-saving 
measure.  With the economy slow to recover, 
the expectation is we’ll be enduring another 
weeklong furlough next year.  So far, there have 
been no librarian layoffs but, they are not filling 
positions that become open so…the workload 
for those of us still there gets a little heavier.  
Keep your fingers crossed for an upswing in the 
local economy!  Hope everyone else is 
managing all right! 

 
Paula Elliot 

 
Hello from Beautiful Bainbridge Island, site of 
our spring chapter meeting, where I'm working 
on local arrangements! Our meeting site will be 
the Bainbridge Public Library, April 30 and May 
1. Of course, if anybody wants to visit BI before 
that time, please be in touch. Meanwhile, I am 
still working part-time for the Bainbridge Arts and 
Humanities Council as a Program Manager, and 
have a regular paid church singing gig, which is 
hard to consider work. 
 

Laurel Sercombe 
 

During June and July 2009 the University of 
Washington Ethnomusicology Archives and UW 
Libraries welcomed three visitors from the Radio 
Afghanistan Archives (Kabul) - Zafar Jan Daqiq, 
Abdul Jamil Wardak, and Abdul Wahed Popal - 
for a 3-week sound archiving workshop. 

 
John Vallier (Head of Distributed Media 
Services, Libraries Media Center) and I were co-
instructors, with guest presenters, including 
John Gibbs, covering a variety of topics. The 
workshop was part of a larger project directed by 
Dr. Hiromi Lorraine Sakata, formerly on the 
faculty of the UW Ethnomusicology Program, to 
preserve the thousands of recordings of 
traditional Afghan music in the R.A.A. This 
important work has been funded primarily by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities. 
 
Following the UW workshop, the Afghans visited 
the Archives of Traditional Music at Indiana 
University, the American Folklife Center at the 
Library of Congress, and the Smithsonian 
Institution, before returning to Afghanistan on 
July 25. 
 
This fall the UW Ethnomusicology Archives 
begins a one-year grant project funded by the 
Grammy Foundation to digitize and document 
200 Native and Latin American recordings made 
in the 1960s and 70s. The recordings come from 
three archival collections: the Thom Hess and Vi 
Hilbert collections of Lushootseed stories and 
songs and the Robert Garfias collection of 
traditional music recorded throughout Latin 
America. 
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Pacific Northwest Chapter Music Library Association 

Membership Renewal Form 
May 2009 to May 2010 

  
Name:      _______________________________________  
Address:  (please check the box and fill in the section that you prefer for MLA mailings)  
  
❏ Library/Business Address:  
________________________Dept.  
________________________Library/Business Name  
________________________Street Address/PO Box #  
________________________City, State/Province  
________________________Zip/Postal Code Country  
________________________Work Phone  
________________________Work Fax No.  
________________________Email Address  
________________________Web Site (dept/music related)   
                                                                                                                                   
❏ Home Address:     
________________________Street Address  
________________________City, State/Province   
________________________Zip/Postal Code Country  
________________________Home Phone/Fax  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   
Membership Dues:  $10.00 US funds per year (a receipt will be sent)  
Please mail to:  

Bill Blair, Music and Media Librarian 
McPherson Library 
University of Victoria 

PO. Box 1800 STN CSC 
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada V8W 3H5 

 
For questions about MLA membership, send a note to me at the address above.  
Email: blairw@uvic.ca 
 

 
*****Thank you for your support of the PNW Chapter of the Music Library Association*****  
  

The MLA membership form is available from the MLA web site under “Join MLA” 
  
 


